LETTERS to the Editors 





Higher and Lower 


In your January 1960 issue (The 
Rise and Fall of Wellhausen Higher 
Criticism”), I finally found a good 
definition of higher and lower Bible 
criticism. But criticism of the Bible 
is not the question. The question to 
me is simply this: “Is the Bible true?” 

It seems evident to me that the 
Bible is true simply because its state- 
ments are true, the picture it makes 
of people is true, and if you follow 
any of its recipes you end up with 
the finished product as promised in 
the Bible. It says we are all sinners; 
I am a sinner. It says if we yield 
to the Holy Spirit we will grow spir- 
itually; when I yield I grow. I cannot 
get along without Christ and that is 
what John 15 tells me. Everything the 
Bible tells me is backed up by ex- 
perience. 

Now I have been accused of taking 
too simple an approach, but for the 
life of me I can’t see what all the 
fuss is about. The Bible is as simple 
as if you hit your finger with a ham- 
mer. There is much in the Bible I 
don’t understand but the parts I do 
understand fit with life. And if I think 
there is some discrepancy somewhere 
else, I am just jumping to conclusions. 

Who am I to criticize something 
that is right 100% of the time when 
my batting average is in the low tens. 

Capt. DONALD R. FISCHER 
Fort Knox, Ky. 


Barth’s Total Picture 


In my article (“What about Karl 
Barth,” Sept. °59) I was concerned 
only with the theology of Karl Barth, 
not with his person. (See “More 
About Karl Barth,” Nov. ’59). 

This theology centers in Jesus 
Christ as being Geschichte. You are 
Tunning counter to the evidence when 
you assume that Geschichte is to be 
identified with history. Barth speci- 
fically asserts that we cannot under- 
stand the resurrection of Christ as 
Historie (Church Dogmatics, IV:1, 
pp. 345-346, 370). He says it is also 
Historie but primarily Geschichte. 
For Barth revelation is historical but 
history is never revelational, not even 
in Jesus Christ. God is, according to 
Barth, wholly hidden even when 
wholly revealed. You can quote many 
passages from Barth to prove that, 
according to him, God has come into 
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and submitted himself to our time. 
But you cannot find in Barth an iden- 
tification of revelation with anything 
in time. Your quotations, therefore, 
do not prove your point. 

As conceived in Barth’s theology 
Jesus Christ is the action or process 
wherein God the Creator becomes the 
creature and man the creature par- 
ticipates in deity. As such he is the 
electing God and the elected man, the 
given and the receiver of grace (IV: 
1, p. 186). In his incarnation he sub- 
jects himself to our unauthentic time 
(II:1, p. 694) and takes our time 
into participation with “the internal 


Geschichte of God” (III:2, p. 236). 


Jesus Christ is the Reconciliation 
of all men (IV:1, p. 35). Grace is 
universal grace or it is not grace at 
all. Calvin had a falsé view of grace. 
The “Geschichte of Jesus Christ en- 
velops the Geschichte of the world 
and of all men” (IV:3; 1, p. 244). Mis- 
sionaries must tell people that they 
are and have from eternity been in 
Christ whether they know it or not. 
“Jesus Christ is the propelling power 
given to all men unto eternal life” (II: 
2, p. 630). 

I am not objecting to Barth’s the- 
ology because of “logic”, nor am I 
deducing his “heresies” from the point 
of his denial of the infallibility of 
Scripture. I am taking his total pic- 
ture of Christ. This Christ and the 
Christ of Scripture exclude one an- 
other. 

CORNELIUS VAN TIL 
Philadelphia, Pa. 
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Ty four years spent in college are a rendezvous 
with destiny from which no student graduates 
unmarked. 
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and knowledge, general and specialized, is acquired 
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EDITORIALS 





OO! 


MAGAZINES 


What is a magazine? Webster’s New 
International Dictionary defines it as 
follows: “A periodical containing mis- 
cellaneous papers, esp. critical and de- 
scriptive articles, stories, poems, etc., 
designed for the entertainment of the 
often specialized for classes of readers, 
as for children, or types of subjects, as 
geography, popular science, poetry, 
etc.” 

A writer in the Saturday Review 
quotes this definition and says, “I think 
the people who write dictionaries must 
be very dull. Now I'll give you my def- 
inition. Among all forms of communi- 
cation, magazines are the greatest 
single hope this country has for pro- 
voking thought, advancing culture, and 
improving taste at a time when the 
country needs to read and think as it 
never did before.” 

The Editors of Eternity have a very 
high concept of what our mission 
should be. We do not edit this maga- 
zine for any purpose other than exalt- 
ing the Lord Jesus Christ. We aim to 
do this by building the body of Christ 
through informing the Christian mind, 
fanning Christian zeal to greater de- 
votion and strengthening the faith of 
those who read. 

We believe that one of our most im- 
portant functions is helping to break 
down those things which separate and 
divide Christians and to build those 
things which tend to draw together 
and unite those who are members of 
the body of Christ. 

A magazine such as this one can 
exist only through a large subscription 
list. There is much advertising that we 
must refuse because we do not believe 
what the advertisers want to proclaim. 
There is much advertising that we 
would like to have and cannot get be- 
cause some large advertising agencies 
will not look at magazines with a rel- 
atively small circulation. 

Printing costs are constantly rising. 
Where it was once possible to print a 
magazine like this for six cents a copy 
we have seen the costs rise tremen- 
dously in this inflationary age. Many 
magazines have been forced to go out 
of business. 

You can help in one way, maybe in 
two ways. You can subscribe for some- 
one else, (we have long lists of mis- 
sionaries to whom we could send the 
magazine if we received the cost 
price), or you could earnestly try to 
encourage a friend to subscribe. Lend 
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your copy to someone in your church 
—see if your pastor will make an an- 
nouncement about ETERNITY from the 
pulpit or in your church calendar. He 
may say that we will send a free sam- 
ple to anyone who requests it. 

There is a second way in which a 
very few people might help. We know 
that this magazine is received by some 
executives. Consider placing advertis- 
ing for your product in these pages. 
We believe that many of our readers 
would buy the soup, the soap, the prod- 
ucts that an advertiser would make 
known here. 

We are not going to lower the sights 
of our editorial policy. We are not go- 
ing to print the cheap, the sensational 
or the emotional in the religious field. 
We try to be clear, but we also want to 
challenge you to new areas of con- 
secrated thinking. Readers of Eternity 
are a select group of thinking believers. 
Research shows that the subscribers to 
this magazine buy 17 times as many 
books as the national average, that 


‘they are leaders in the churches of 
which they are members. We would 
like to think this higher average of in- 
telligence in our readers could cause 
some of them to think seriously about 
extending the readership of Eternity, 
Ask the Lord what He would have you 
do. 


How little we know of Christ now! 
His sorrow is much too deep for us to 
understand and His glory is much too 
bright for us to see. But He will fill our 
little cups so that they will overflow, and 
give us the assurance that the day will 
come when He shall enlarge our capac- 
ities, so that we shall know, even as we 
are known (I Cor. 13:12). 


* * * 


THE EASTERN CHURCH 


Some conservatives may damn the 
whole Eastern church in one wide, 
sweeping accusation of apostasy. But 
it is not all that simple. These people 
believe fiercely in the great central 
truths of historic Christianity. 

The Greek Orthodox and the Rus- 
sian Orthodox Churches hold to the 
conservative creeds of the centuries. 
They would accept, without question, 
the Virgin Birth, the absolute deity of 
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Christ, His atoning death, His bodily 
resurrection, His ascension and en- 
thronement at the right hand of God, 
and His future return in power and 
glory. 

In my own thinking there is a deep 
disturbance about these people. Surely, 
I will go along with the vigorous, fun- 
damental believers who wish that the 
members of these eastern churches 
would abandon the folderol of their 
liturgy. But when one has said this 
there immediately arises the question 
of distance. How far should they come 
in this abandon? Should they tone 
down their services to resemble the 
Episcopalian or Lutheran liturgies? Or 
should they go as far as the Methodists 
and Presbyterians? Or should they be 
as free and easy as most Baptists? Or 
should they go on to the practical an- 
archy of some Pentecostal services? 

I once was a guest in Dallas in a 
meeting of Southern Baptist leaders 
who were discussing the advance of 
their denomination into the North. 
One speaker said, “There are towns 
and cities in Wisconsin and Minnesota 
where there are as many as 50,000 
people without a single witness for 
Christ.” I thought of all the Lutheran 
and other churches there and whis- 
pered this to my host. He moved un- 
easily and said, “But can that be con- 
sidered Christianity?” 

Now, frankly, I am moving un- 
easily as I look towards the Orthodox 
churches and say, “But can that be 
Christianity?” And I am forced to ad- 
mit that the only one who knows the 
answer to that question is the Lord 
God Almighty, who is the only judge. 

I am wondering if the answer to 
these questions is not the difference in 
culture. Does the form of the religion 
make the culture or does the culture 
make the form of the religion? If we 
judge these churches by their written 
creeds, they are as faithful as any in 
Christendom. If we judge them by 
other standards, we know that many 
of them laid down their lives as mar- 
tyrs in the early days of Communism. 

And today, no matter what we think 
of their liturgy or of their comprom- 
ises with their government, the Rus- 
sian Orthodox is the main witness for 
Christ in Russia. There are 50 mil- 
lion Russians who are receiving “the 
sacraments” in Red Russia. Admit- 
tedly the majority of these are middle- 
aged and elderly, but, nevertheless, 
they compose one fourth of the 
U.S.S.R’s entire population. The num- 
ber of clergy is increasing. There are 
now ten seminaries and_ theological 
academies. 

It is true that the Baptists have a 
good church in Moscow and smaller 
ones in other places. If I were in Rus- 
sia I would, naturally, worship with 
these Baptists since they are nearer 
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the position that I hold. But in the 
Eastern Church Christ is preached, 
and the Holy Spirit led Paul, in such 
circumstances, to rejoice with great joy 
(Phil. 1:18). 

This whole problem is so serious, 
and I feel in so strong a way that I do 
not have the answer, that I would wel- 
come letters on this subject if anyone 
has a spiritual insight that would be 
helpful. 


* * * 


While Christ was praying, Peter was 
sleeping. While Christ was suffering in 
Pilate’s hall, Peter was cursing. This 
should show us the tremendous necessity 
for following Christ’s admonition: watch 
and pray. 


* * * 


MARIOLATRY 


Bloxam, in his work, The Principles 
of Gothic Ecclesiastical Architecture, 
says:—“The earliest notice I have 
been able to find of any image of the 
Virgin with’ the infant Christ in her 
arms is that given by Matthew Paris in 
his description of the exterior shrine of 
St. Alban, constructed between A.D. 
1166 and 1188. At the head of this 
shrine was represented the Cross with 
Mary and John, and at the foot the im- 
age of the Blessed Virgin bearing her 
Son in her bosom. I have met with no 
sculptural effigy of the Virgin with the 
infant Christ of so early a date as this 
work.” 

The Virgin Mary occurs so seldom 
in the earlier paintings of the cata- 
combs, and then only subordinately, 
that in those times no particular type 
had been established of her. In one of 
the mosaics of St. Maria Maggiore, 
showing the adoration of the shep- 
herds, and dating from A.D. 432 to 
440, the infant Christ is seen seated 
alone upon the throne, while His 
mother stands among the crowd. 

Till the year A.D. 944 prayers to 
the Virgin Mary are not mentioned in 
the canons of the English churches. 
About the year 1140 a public contro- 
versy arose about Mary’s immaculate 
conception. St. Bernard severely cen- 
sured the conduct of those who sup- 
ported this monstrous doctrine. The 
Dominicans supported St. Bernard’s 
opinion. 

The histories of liturgy show that 
the use of the phrase “Ave Maria” was 
not used before the service which the 
Romanists call “the hours” until the 
16th century, when it was introduced 
into the breviary by Cardinal Quignon. 
Cardinal Bona admits that it is modern. 
(See Palmer’s Origines Liturgicate). 

Beyond the shadow of a doubt the 
veneration of Mary did not arise until 
the dark ages. It is a Romish inven- 
tion. 


Faith is not a great struggle forward, 
but a ceasing from effort and allowing 
Christ to carry us. 


* * * 


SIMPLICITY 


When a man stands in the pulpit he 
has a duty toward God and a duty to- 
ward men. He must have been in the 
presence of God and received the di- 
vine command, “preach the preaching 
I bid thee” (Jonah 3:2). 

But there is a duty to men in addi- 
tion to this duty toward God. That 
duty is to make things so clear and 
plain that men cannot fail to know 
what is meant. Every preacher gets com- 
pliments of a sort from time to time. I 
think the one that most rejoiced my 
heart (in addition to the confessions 
of transformed lives) was the one 
which a man once gave me: “I don’t 
like your preaching. It’s so plain that I 
cannot fail to understand it.” 

A minister must remember that a 
straight line is the shortest distance 
between two points, and that he has 
no right to clothe his thought in verbi- 
age. What right does any man have to 
come before a group of people with the 
strait-jacket of ministerial dignity, and 
talk of “volition” instead of will, speak 
of “intellectual process” instead of 
thinking, and “moral turpitude” in- 
stead of sin? 

The famed statesman, Talleyrand, 
once said that the most important use 
of language was “to conceal one’s 
thoughts.” It may be that a minister 
uses these round-about phrases because 
he does not know the deep reality of 
life in God and has not spent enough 
time in the Bible to be saturated with 
the plainness of its speech. But what 
right has he to give his congregation the 
stone of philosophy when they are 
hungering for the bread of Heaven? 

Winston Churchill has written that 
he will never use a long word where he 
can find a short. one to express his 
meaning. What impression would he 
have made on Britain at the time of 
their greatest peril if he had told the 
people that he had nothing to offer 
them except hematic fluid, perspiration 
and lachrymose experiences, rather 
than “blood, sweat and tears.” 

Butler in “Erehwon Revisited” de- 
scribes two priests named Hanky and 
Panky. They have become symbols of 
jugglery and trickery. They are true 
citizens of their country and how far 
they can get in progress is seen only 
when we spell the name backwards. 
Too many men visit and revisit that 
country and are unable to lead their 
people out of it. 

Let us labor to make great truths 
simple. Only then can we bring the 
heights of God down to the depths of 
man’s need. 


7 





marriage isn’t what it us 


Marriage is much more precarious than it was a few years ago, says Psychologist Lars |. Granberg. 


EAN is shattered. Three idyllic 
J months of marriage crashed this 
morning at breakfast when her hus- 
band, Rick, got completely savage 
about her latest batch of burnt bis- 
cuits and over-cooked eggs. Who 
would ever have thought this could 
happen to them? 

After several hours of brooding on 
her shortcomings as a cook and cry- 
ing over the bitter things Rick had 
said, she could stand to be alone with 
her unhappiness no longer. She’d just 
have to tell Laura. Dashing across 
the newly seeded lawn of her tract 
house and through the littered and as 
yet unseeded yard of her neighbors, 
she soon had the sympathetic ear she 
was seeking. 

Laura looked angrier and angrier 
as she listened to Jean’s woebegone 
tale. Jean had scarcely finished when 
Laura burst out, “I'd just like to see 
Hank talk to me like that! I'd dent 
the coffeepot over his head. Any 
time I let a man step on me! Don’t 
let him do it. Let him come home to 
no dinner tonight and give him the 
big freeze. Just see if that doesn’t 
bring him around in a hurry.” 

Laura’s reaction caused a quick 
switch in Jean’s mood. Instead of ru- 
ing her deficiencies as a cook she got 
good and angry with Rick. While she 
had some misgivings over Laura’s 
solution, she felt she ought to defer 
to her greater experience. After all, 
Laura and Hank had been married 
for six months. 

Meanwhile Rick had been having 


The author is dean of students and 
associate professor of pastoral counsel- 
ing and psychology at Fuller Theological 
Seminary, Pasadena, Calif. 


some second thoughts. The more he 
reviewed his sharp words to Jean at 
breakfast this morning, the more mis- 
erable he felt. Finally he phoned to 
apologize, but he got no answer. A 
feeling of panic shot through him as 
he recalled Jean heartbrokenly sob- 
bing as he slammed out the door in 
the morning. He rushed home at the 
earliest possible moment, stopping 
only to pick up a book Jean had said 
she’d like to read and a box of her 
favorite candy. But he almost choked 
on his relieved greeting as Jean threw 
an icy glance his way and returned 
to her television program. After a 
few unsuccessful attempts to make 
amends, Rick’s temper flared up 
again. At first Jean seemed not to 
hear his angry words, but suddenly 
she turned, flung her shoe at him, 
then several books, all the while ac- 
companying them with a torrent of 
bitter words. As the angry exchange 
continued Rick flung some essentials 
into his suitcase and left, leaving 
Jean to seek comfort and further 
counsel from Laura. 

“Nothing unusual about newly- 
weds quarrelling. Been doing it since 
couples started getting married,” ob- 
serves a seasoned, mildly cynical ob- 
server. To be sure, quarreling is not 
new, but some factors are present in 
this quarrel which are new and 
which may critically affect the out- 
come. 

Suppose a quarrel such as this had 
taken place around 60 years ago. In 
all likelihood Jean would have lived 
on a farm or in the small town where 
she grew up. Her parents, brothers 
and sisters, and grandparents, aunts, 
uncles, and cousins would be living 


close by. She would have know Rick 
practically all of her life. Her parents 
and grandparents would have known 
his people. In this context when a 
quarrel arose Jean’s first thought 
would have been to discuss it with 
her mother or an older sister. Mother 
most likely would have shared a few 
of her early failures at home-making; 
they would have laughed together 
over their shortcomings; then her 
mother would have sent her home 
armed with a sure-fire recipe to pre- 
pare as a special treat for dinner 
that night. When Rick came home in 
the role of penitent, the stage would 
be set for the kind of reconciliation 
that goes into the making of strong 
marriages. 

Today, however, neither Jean nor 
Rick lives in the town in which they 
grew up. Both headed for a metro- 
politan center where work oppor- 
tunities were more plentiful as soon 
as they finished school. Both were 
pretty lonely until they met and 
found almost at once they were 
meant for each other. After a few 
months of dating they agreed that 
there was really no point in waiting 
any longer to get married. The hous- 
ing tract into which they moved as 
newlyweds was full of young couples 
like themselves who were just getting 
their marriages started. No one was 
much over 25 years of age and none 
had been married more than three 
years. Neighbor Laura, the “marri- 
age counselor,” got married at 18 on 
short acquaintance to a fellow whom 
she met on a pick-up date at a drug- 
store. She’d have done anything to 
get away from her brutal father and 
whining mother. 
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These vignettes highlight the pres- 
sures On marriage peculiar to our 
day. Industrialization and mechani- 
zation have caused a snowballing of 
movement into large cities in search 
of higher paying work. These metro- 
politan centers offer opportunity— 
also anonymity for those who want to 
escape the scrutiny of small town 
busybodies. These city-dwellers are 
for the most part “displaced per- 
sons,” i.e., they are emotionally up- 
rooted and intensely lonely. Often 
they come to the big city with “pot- 
of-gold -at-the -foot-of-the-rainbow” 
expectations, little prepared for the 
competitiveness and indifference they 
will meet. 

These lonely persons turn natu- 
rally toward the glittering cure-all 
held out by popular fiction, motion 
pictures, and television—love. They 
proceed on the romantic principle, 


“Marry anyone you please, as long as 


you love each other.” This was a rea- 
sonably safe principle in the small 
town of 60 years ago. Usually one 
knew the families of all the eligibles 
for three generations back. Local 
reputation, family feuds, and un- 
spoken but terribly real social bar- 
riers usually eliminated most possi- 
bilities. It was fairly safe to apply 
the romantic principle to those who 
passed through this sieve. 

But it isn’t like that now. Our large 
cities provide few of the safeguards 
of the small town. While this elim- 
inates the kind of unjust snobbery 
that prevents two fine young people 
from marrying because the parents 
of one live on the wrong street, 
the lack of safeguards brings about 
problems that are in many ways 
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more serious than those cured. 
Lonely, emotionally uprooted per- 
sons are under great inner stress 
They want and need to belong to 
someone in a special way: to matter, 
to feel that someone really cares 
about them. The city is filled with 
such people. They come from widely 
varied backgrounds which may have 
created within them almost irrecon- 
cilable differences about the things 
that go into the making of a marri- 
age: the spheres of responsibility of 
husband and wife (e.g., who mows 
the lawn); the use of money; how to 
spend leisure time (together or in 
pursuit of private interests); and, 
more important, the basic life com- 
mitment of each. 


WHY IT’S DIFFERENT 


These differences are especially 
serious because the move into the 
cities has brought about a change of 
approach to people. Social scientists 
describe the approach to people 
commonly found in city-dwellers as 
one of “diffuse sociability.” By this 
they mean that we have become 
skilled at striking up a conversation 
with strangers and quickly creating 
an atmosphere of cheerful good-fel- 
lowship, whether at the supermarket, 
in a pullman car, at an athletic event, 
or in some other casual gathering of 
people. After a bit of preliminary 
sparring, it usually turns out both 
parties have relatives in Shamokin, 
Pa., or hate the New York Yankees, 
or some similar common ground. 
This is usually enough to make peo- 
ple feel quite neighborly. Day-to-day 
city life is made up of a great num- 
ber of such contacts. They involve 


friendly overtures, much good-na- 
tured chaffing, and mutual efforts to 
impress. The object seems to be to 
leave the other fellow thinking, 
“What a charming fellow. I’d surely 
like to know him better.” 

Being known better, however, is 
one of the last things the other fellow 
really wants. Lonely, emotionally 
starved persons want an unvaried 
diet of immediate approval. To get 
this, they present highly edited ver- 
sions of themselves to others; ver- 
sions in which their approvable 
aspects are winsomely displayed. 
But this requires that those portions 
of one’s nature deemed less likely to 
win approval must be kept out of 
personal contacts. In order to make 
doubly sure these undesirable aspects 
are not discovered, people are kept 
from getting too close. Friendships 
ate numerous, sprightly—and shal- 
low. Hovering over them is the chill- 
ing question, “Would these people be 
my friends if they knew what I was 
really like?”—a question truly de- 
signed to make lonely people lone- 
lier. And without the release from 
their burdens that comes with shar- 
ing these with understanding friends. 
Expose the gay, witty, party-selfi— 
by all means. Expose myself, as I 
am, with all my worries and doubts 
and fears and resentments—horrors! 

We see, then, that what the popu- 
lar man or woman about town, the 
expert in diffuse sociability, is likely 
to be most afraid of is personal inti- 
macy. He is dreadfully afraid to be 
close to another, to share his inner 
self. A person such as this is ripe 
to marry someone on short acquaint- 
ance because they are mutually at- 








tracted, have fun together at parties, appear to have 
common interests, and can make the other feel wanted. 
Both parties involved have an inordinate need for love 
and admiration from the other, but they fear the whole- 
hearted sharing of selves which permits the develop- 
ment of warm and lasting love. Thus if it turns out that 
their backgrounds, expectations, and views on the pur- 
pose of life diverge widely, there is little to provide a 
cushion for the tensions these differences breed; little to 
encourage them to work out a pattern of life that is 
mutually satisfactory. This is just about the way it is 
with Jean and Rick. 


TROUBLED WATERS 


Sad to say, this isn’t all! The conditions described 
above provide more than sufficient troubling of the wa- 
ters of matrimony, but these often become a tearing, 
shattering maelstrom because of the “escape clause” 
mentality brought into marriage. The church no longer 
can assume biblical views of marriage and divorce to be 
commonly held. We are living in the second generation 
of easy divorce. Many now marrying grew up in homes 
broken by divorce. Therefore divorce as a ready option 
may not be far below the surface. Such an attitude is 
unlikely to prove helpful in overcoming the inevitable 
stresses and misunderstandings met in marriage. The 
destructiveness of the escape-hatch approach was un- 
derscored by a judge who presides over many divorce 
suits in the Los Angeles area. A local newspaper quoted 
his opinion that 85% of the couples who appear before 
him seeking divorce could make a go of their marriage 
if they wholeheartedly wanted to. But this kind of de- 
sire is not likely to arise where there is a readiness to re- 
sort to divorce quickly. This mentality is by no means 
absent among professing Christians, for an increasing 
number have been reared in homes broken by divorce 
and have been conditioned through the self-justifica- 
tions of their parents to consider divorce an easy out. 

This adds up to a gloomy situation. Perhaps the won- 
der is not many marriages break up, but that so many 
manage to build a good marriage. The situation is de- 
plorable. It could have a catastrophic impact upon our 
nation if allowed to worsen. However, there is cause to 
be grateful for the efforts of those agencies in our so- 
ciety which are taking measures to build stronger mar- 
riages. Their efforts are meeting with some measure of 
success. This is seen in the fact that the annual divorce 
rate has diminished since its post-war peak in 1947. 
The church has been among the groups which have 
played some part in this roll-back, but its effort has 
fallen far short of its potential contribution. And yet it 
seems unlikely that the full potential of the church in 
helping people make good marriages will be reached 
until those who proudly call themselves evangelicals are 
more aware of the complexity of the problem than they 
yet have appeared to be. They must recognize the pe- 
culiar difficulties today’s young people face so that they 








may make the resources of the Christian community 
available in a meaningful way. 






UNCLEAN 


If evangelicals are truly to be “the salt of the earth” 
—that is, to be God’s means for counteracting sin’s de- — 
structive impact upon individual and society—then in 
addition to the usual evangelistic efforts, their concern 
must express itself through wise, gospel-inspired meas- 
ures that will help young people to enter marriage bet- § 
ter prepared; that will bulwark marriages as they begin 
to crumble; and that will provide healing and restora- 
tion for those whose marriages have been shattered by 
divorce or desertion. To do this properly demands 
changes in pastor and congregation alike. 

Many congregations who have prided themselves 
upon their theological orthodoxy, evangelistic zeal, and 
emphasis upon missions have lost sight of an equally 
important requirement laid down for them by Jesus 
Christ. He said to the Twelve, “By this shall all men 
know that you are my disciples, that you love one an-! 
other” (John 13:35). In so saying, He gave rise to the 
concept of the church as “the beloved community.” 
While the idea of the church as beloved community 
does not remove its disciplinary responsibility, it does 
underscore the fact that the atmosphere in the local cons 
gregation is to be hegling and restorative rather than 
censorious and excluding. But censorious is exactly the 
attitude of many evangelical congregations toward 
those casualties of marital discord, the divorcees. At) 
best divorcees are allowed to participate in the fellow- © 
ship as a kind of second-class citizen, at worst they are 
treated as a kind of moral leper whose presence elicits 
the unspoken but readily-sensed reaction, “Unclean!” 
At the practical level, many evangelicals treat divorce 
as the unpardonable sin. One such blot on one’s life 
relegates a person permanently to the status of hanger- 4 
on in the church; to be tolerated, treated “nicely,” but 
not to be taken seriously from the standpoint of their 
future contribution to the extension of the kingdom of 
our Lord Jesus Christ. One wonders how the church 
ever would have been perpetuated if the apostles had 
approached people in this way. While the church can 
never condone those who take their marriage vows 
lightly, nor ever regard the dissolution of a marriage as 
a small thing, she is committed to the gospel of grace, 
which extends forgiveness and restoration to the peni- 
tent. 






















POSITIVE SIDE | 


On the positive side, the church as beloved commun- 
ity must learn to provide our emotionally uprooted city 
dwellers with a new “clan”—a body of persons spiritu- 
ally related and concerned for the total well-being of its 
members. She will seek to understand rather than con- 

(Continued on page 36) 
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After almost a quarter of a century 
of absolute Catholic domination, 
whole sections of Spain are 
not only indifferent, but openly hos- 
tile to Catholicism. Today this 
iS a generally accepted fact. 
No doubt, if people were free from 
political and social pressure, more 
than half of them would not 
be registered as members of any 


church. But how can you decide 


if €@@ country is Catholic 


or not? Is it the fact that most 


of its people have been baptized? 
What then of those who have lost 
their faith later in life? Cer- 
tainly baptism cannot measure how 
Catholic a COUNTYY is when 
the majority has deliberately broken 


away from the fundamental duties 
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accepted at baptism, as was the case during the 
last Spanish Republic (1931-1936) and during the 
Civil War (1936-1939). 

The marked religious character of Spain’s Civil War 
has not been sufficiently stressed. How was it that, in a 
country allegedly 100% Catholic, so many of the 
churches were burned, thousands of priests, nuns, 
monks and bishops killed, and the bulk of the prop- 
erties of the Church confiscated? 

All that happened quite recently. Have these van- 
dals been reconverted to Catholicism in the short inter- 
val? Or was it all the work of a revolutionary minority? 
Neither thesis can be maintained, and even the Catho- 
lic hierarchy must admit it. 

A careful investigation of important sectors of Span- 
ish society would show how weak, and how unfavor- 
able to Catholicism, are the religious foundations of 
most communities. 

In some villages of the Aragonian Mountains, the 
mere presence of a priest incites the young people, as 
well as old folks, to stone him. This happens today, 
even though the people are fully aware of the risk in- 
volved in such an action against the all-powerful State- 
Church. 

For centuries the Spanish Church has been closely 
linked to the highest classes and to the Crown. The peo- 
ple see in it the symbol of a social order they detest and 
because of that many of them reject any kind of reli- 
gious life. 


ARE THEY REALLY? 


Why then are most Spaniards Catholic? This is a 
shrewd question, but first, another question might well 
be asked: Are most Spaniards really Catholic? 

After all, there are no sound statistics on church at- 
tendance in Spain. However, an estimate based on 
long acquaintance with all branches of Spanish society 
would suggest that less than one-third of the population 
attends church on Sundays, and of these, less than one- 
tenth keep the regular duties imposed by the Church 
under the punishment of capital sin, such as annual 
confession and communion, fasting, abstinence, etc. 
Even within that tiny minority, very few pay any atten- 
tion to the norms of the Church concerning the cinema, 
literature and public entertainments. 

Well then, why do Spaniards officially maintain 
membership on the Catholic Church? The answer is 
that there is no provision for resignation. Once you 
have been baptized, the only ways out are through 
apostasy or heresy. No Catholic, even if he applies for 
it, as I have done, will ever receive a document ac- 
crediting his resignation. The lists in the parishes are 
of “born” and “died” only. 

But even if resignation were possible, it would not be 
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practical. Official resignation would mean official perse- 
cution. In one way or another, membership in the 
Church is almost obligatory on Spaniards. 

Though many foreign Catholic theologians have 
fought the issue, Spanish authorities refuse to admit 
that a faith imposed by social and political pressure is 
not a true faith. Dominican Augustin Leonard demon- 
strated that the act of faith must above all be free and 
rational. But in Spain it is either imposed or mechani- 
cal. Even to live peacefully one has to accept Church 
orders. 

Not to be baptized means virtual illegitimacy and not 
to be married by the Church implies concubinage with 
all its moral, social and economic disadvantages. To do- 
clare oneself non-Catholic involves resignation from 
certain occupations, such as teaching, politics or public 
administration. These are forbidden to the non-Catho- 
lic by law. 


TRUE FAITH? 

If a man becomes a Catholic to achieve social bene- 
fits, who would say that his faith is a true faith? All the 
same, this is how it is for the great majority of 
Spaniards. Does this mean that Spain is a Catholic 
country? . 

Spaniards live in a framework of birth, marriage and 
death. Each demands the performance of a Catholic 
rite or sacrament, performed either against the will of 
the person concerned, or irrespective to it. 

Baptism is performed a few days after birth without, 
of course, the consent of the new-born. Religious mar- 
riage is required by the civil authorities as a prerequi- 
site of a marriage certificate. And confession to a priest 
shortly before death is imposed (very often in a terrible 
way) as an alternative to the body’s being thrown on a 
dump. Public cemeteries are considered the property of 
the Church and those who have died outside her bosom 
cannot be buried there. In large cities, both because of 
the large communities of foreigners who are non- 
Catholics, and because of the fear of public opinion, 
special cemeteries secluded from the public by walls, 
have been assigned to Protestants; but in small towns 
and villages, the plot assigned to Protestant heretics, 
along with executed criminals and suicides, is a dump. 

There are other reasons why Spain cannot truly be 
called Catholic. The term embodies a relatively modern 
concept, used to describe a branch of Christendom as 
opposed to such groups as Greek Orthodox, Russian 
Orthodox and Protestant Churches. 

In this sense, calling Spain a Catholic country would 
demand a minimum of freedom under the law for the 
other branches of Christendom. Thus, Catholicism 
would mean the practice of the Christian faith accord- 
ing to the principles and traditions of the Church of 
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Rome. But how can anyone freely be a member of the 
Church of Rome when other groups are openly perse- 
cuted from the cradle to the grave? 

The persecution of Protestants in Spain is evidence 
of the weakness of Spanish Catholicism. Force has to- 
day become the central thesis of the Spanish Church, 
even though it assumes that the Spanish people are 
100% Catholic. 

Finally, Spain is said to be a Catholic country be- 
cause its government is “officially” Catholic. The term 
“official” is equivocal. According to Rome, a govern- 
ment is officially Catholic when its legislation and poli- 
cies comply with the law of the Church; a country is 
Catholic when it favors the interests of the Church and 
ceases to be so when it denies the Church a position of 
privilege. 

In this instance the Spanish Church has been openly 
immoral, following a policy of mercenary cynicism and 
expediency. Thus, it has condoned the censorship _im- 
posed on all media of information (a practice con- 
trary to the moral principles of the Church), in return 
for the freedom of its own press. The only uncensored 
publications are those directly controlled by the hier- 
archy. 

Many principles of Catholic morality are systemati- 
cally denied in the legislation of the Spanish govern- 
ment. According to Catholicism, the right to strike is 
legally and morally sound, but there is no right to strike 
in Spain. The government, a Christian government by 
definition, has consistently outlawed the strike weapon. 
But does the Spanish Church condemn the government 
for doing so? Not at all. 

Freedom of education and free trade unions are also 
Catholic doctrine, but they are not permitted in Catho- 
lic Spain. 

There are other reasons why Spain cannot be called 
a Catholic country. The present regime is based on two 
principles that are openly anti-Christian: (1) the ac- 
ceptance of luxury as an index of prosperity and (2) 
the promulgation of lies to give an impression of sin- 
lessness in the regime. 

Surely a Catholic government should tell the truth 
in reporting to its own people and to the world. The 
Church is well aware that moral norms are equally 
valid for institutions as well as individuals. It is also 
aware that the government lies systematically and pre- 
vents anyone from checking its false reports. In Catho- 
lic Spain there is only one party, the government, 
which states its own case and sentences its opponents 
in the same breath. Political prisoners, strikers, perse- 
cuted Protestants are forbidden any reply when their 
cases are officially misinterpreted in the press, on the 
radio or by the government-controlled judges. 

Another point: ostentation and servile adulation are 
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repudiations of the Catholic life. Nevertheless, they are 
common practice with the government and hierarchy 
of Spain. Worship of officials, corruption and extrava- 
gance among the bishops and other dignitaries are no- 
torious. Civil, military and ecclesiastical authorities are 
everywhere treated with royal grandeur, while the peo- 
ple who are forced to pay for them are literally starv- 
ing and in rags. 

How can all this happen in Spain? One of the most 
distinguished Catholic theologians in the United States, 
Jesuit John C. Murray, has answered this question in 
the Catholic review, Theological Studies: “Catholicism 
is the religion of the state in Spain today only because 
the Spanish Church is allied more or less deeply to the 
party of the dictator.” 

To Spanish officials and bishops, this must sound 
dangerously heretical. But it is a point of view broadly 
shared by the younger generation of priests. It is com- 
mon knowledge that neither Basques nor strong person- 
alities are appointed to bishoprics because the govern- 
ment fears a truly independent Church. 

The Spanish episcopacy today is made up of mediocre 

(Continued on page 49) 
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Last year bank robbers in the United States took $1,300,000 in 
hold-ups. During the same period of time, however, the employees 
of banks walked out with $9,500,000. The enemy within can be greater 
than the enemy without. 

Paul told the Ephesian elders that after his departure there would 
be bank bandits and bezzlers who would cause great loss to the 
Church. He said, “I know that after my departure fierce wolves will 
come in among you, not sparing the flock; and from among your own 
selves will arise men speaking perverse things, to draw away the 
disciples after them” (Acts 20:29, 30). 

There are many ways of embezzling, and there are many methods 
of speaking perversity. It can come through the open denial of Christ, 
and this would be the bandit approach, but it can come through men 
who are fundamental in all the great essentials but who steal through 
putting legalism in place of grace, and who put the emphasis on the 
human will instead of on sovereign grace. The ratio of such perversity, 
like that in bank robberies, is also 9 to 1. 
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In 1940, Norman Cousins, only 28, became executive editor of the 
“Saturday Review of Literature.” Two vears later he was made editor, 
changed the name to “Saturday Review,” and became one of the sig- 
nificant voices in American journalism. Although I have never met 
Norman Cousins, I feel I know him because of what he has written 
regarding the disintegration of modern society. 

In 1945, Cousins strikingly entitled a book, “Modern Man is Obso- 
lete.” Much of what he has to say is excellent, but modern man is not 
obsolete. The place of machines in society will always be subordinate 
to the role that God has given to man. In making man lower than 


the angels, God nevertheles crowned him with glory and honor, 
giving him dominion over the works of His hands (Ps. 8:5,6). Man, 
instead of accepting this responsibility as a trust of which he should 
give an account to the Creator hour by hour, determined to declare 
his independence. On this account God says three times that He 
abandoned the human race to its own ends (Rom. 1:24, 26, 28). 

Seeing this process of disintegration and evidently not knowing the 
laws that govern it, Cousins is concerned. With this concern every 
true believer in Christ must associate himself. Recently in an editorial 
in the “Saturday Review,” Cousins reechoed his burden for modern 
man. This editorial, reprinted here by permission, deserves the careful 
scrutiny of every thoughtful man. (DGB) 


THE DISINTECORATION 


concerned. The young men in uniform were still stand- 


if HAPPENED at the Stamford, Conn., railroad 
ing in the same place, chatting among themselves as 


station. It was Sunday evening, about ten p.m. 


Some two dozen persons, among them several young 
men in uniform, were waiting for the express to New 
York. 

The door to the waiting room flew open. A woman, 
shrieking hysterically, burst in the room. She was pur- 
sued by a man just a few steps behind her. The woman 
screamed that the man was trying to kill her and cried 
out for the people to save her. I was standing nearest 
the door. The woman grabbed me, still shrieking. I 
tried to protect her behind me. The man tried to 
sweep me aside to get at her. He rushed at me, caught 
the woman’s wrist with one hand, tore her loose and 
pulled her through the doorway. The woman fell to 
the ground and was dragged by the wrist just outside 
the waiting room. | tried to free her wrist. The man 
broke off, grabbed the woman’s pocketbook. and fled 
on foot. 

We carried the woman inside the waiting room, sat 
her down, then telephoned the police. The woman's 
eye was badly cut; she was moaning. I looked around 
the room. Except for three or four persons who now 
came up to her, the people in the room seemed un- 


before. I am not sure which was greater, the shock of 
the attack that had just occurred or the shock caused 
by the apparent detachment and unconcern by the 
other people, especially the men in uniform. 

The next morning, I read in the newspaper of an- 
other attack. This one was carried out in broad day- 
light on a voung boy by a gang of teen-agers. Here, 
too, a number of people stood around and watched. 

It would be possible. I suppose, to take the view 
that these are isolated instances, and that it would be 
a scrious error to read into these cases anything be- 
yond the fact that the bystanders were probably para- 
lvzed bv the suddenness of the violence. Yet I am 
not so sure. I am not sure that these instances may not 
actually be the product of something far deeper. What 
is happening, I believe, is that natural reactions of the 
individual against violence are being blunted. The in- 
dividual is being desensitized by living history. He is 
developing new reflexes and new responses that tend 
to slow up the moral imagination and relieve him of 
essential indignation over impersonal hurt. He is 
becoming casual about brutality. He makes his adjust- 
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OF OUR CIVILIZATION 


ments to the commonplace, and nothing is more com- 
monplace in our age than the ease with which life can 
be smashed or shattered. The range of the violence 
sweeps from the personal to the impersonal, from the 
amusements of the crowd to the policies of nations. 
It is in the air, quite literally. It has lost the sting of 
surprise. We have made our peace with violence. 

No idea could be more untrue than that there is no 
connection between what is happening in the world 
and the behavior of the individual. Society does not 
exist apart from the individual. It transfers its appre- 
hensions or its hopes, its fatigue or its vitality, its 
ennui or its dreams, its sickness or its spirituality to 
the people who are part of it. Can the individual be 
expected to retain the purity of his responses, par- 
ticularly a sensitivity to the fragility of life, when 
society in terms of its ability to create and possess in- 
struments of violence that could expunge civilizations 
as easily as it once took to destroy a village? Does it 
have no effect on an individual to live in an age that 
has already known two world wars; that has seen 
hundreds of cities ripped apart by dynamite tumbling 
down from the heavens; that has witnessed whole 
nations stolen or destroyed; that has seen millions of 


March 1960 








people exterminated in gas chambers or other mass 
means; that has seen governments compete with “one 
another to make weapons which, even in the testing, 
have put death in the air? 

To repeat, the causative range is all the way from 
petty amusements to the proclamations of nations. 
We are horrified that teen-age boys should make or 
steal lethal weapons and then proceed to use them 
on living creatures; but where is the sense of horror 
or outrage at the cheapness of human life that is ex- 
ploited throughout the day or night on television? It 
is almost impossible to see television for 15 minutes 
without seeing people beaten or shot or punched or 
kicked or jabbed. It is also almost impossible to pick 
up a newspaper without finding someone in a position 
of power, here or elsewhere, threatening to use nuclear 
explosives unless someone else becomes more sensible. 

The young killers don’t read the newspapers, true. 
They don’t have to. If they read at all, they read the 
picture-story pulps that dispense brutality as casually 
as a vending machine its peanuts. In any case, the 
heart of the matter is that the young killers do not 
live in the world of their own. They belong to the 
larger world. They may magnify and intensify the im- 



































perfections of the larger world but they do not invent 


them. 


The desensitization of 20th-century man is more 
than a danger to the common safety. It represents 
the loss or impairment of the noblest faculty of hu- 
man life—the ability to be aware both of suffering 
and beauty; the ability to share sorrow and create 


hope; the ability to think and respond beyond one’s 


wants. There are some things we have no right ever 


to get used to. One of these most certainly is brutality. 
The other is the irrational. Both brutality and the 
irrationality have now come together and are moving 
towards a dominant pattern. If the pattern is to be 
resisted and changed, a special effort must be made. 





THE EDITOR-IN-CHIEF COMMENTS 


Thank You, Dr. Cousins 


The first time I was in India I 
talked with Sam Higginbottom, the 
famed agricultural missionary who 
built the Agricultural Institute at AI- 
lahabad. Walking with Higginbottom 
in the cool of the evening, we spoke 
of the misery of the land and the 
poverty of the people. There were fine 
cows in the mission school project, 
but few of the surrounding Hindus 
would profit by their development, for 
the Hindus worship the cow as a god. 

Higginbottom looked moodily out 
over the tropical landscape and said, 
“The whole of the situation of India 
comes from the fact that they have 
taken one verse out of the Bible and 
have turned it upside down. ‘And God 
said, Let us make man in our image, 
after our likeness: and let them have 
dominion over . . . the cattle... 
(Gen. 1:26). But instead man has al- 
lowed the cattie to have dominion 
over him.” 

Norman Cousins was born about 
the time I graduated from high school. 
The American of that day was not 
desensitized. There were only 166 
miles of paved road in the entire 
United States, and not even one mile 
in California where I lived. People 
were interested. The sound of the fire- 
bells (sirens had not been developed) 
brought everybody on the run with a 
desire to help. Any catastrophe stirred 
the neighbors to a unanimity of help. 
They were individually concerned. 

But modern communications, the 
press, the radio, the TV, have changed 
all this. We first learned, in major 
headlines, that 100,000 people had 
been killed in an earthquake. But 
when it was found that the earthquake 
had taken place in China, the reader 
turned to the sports page. Then there 
came the exaltation of the brutal and 
the violent..A jaded people gave less 
and less time to the Bible. Children 


began to be reared by baby-sitters, 
and when possible the price of the 
baby-sitter was saved by allowing the 
children to sit with TV by the hour. 
God alone knows where the desen- 
sitization will lead in the course of 
the next few years. 

I must admit that this desensitiza- 
tion has somewhat affected me. I drive 
along the highway and approach a 
spot where evidently an accident has 
taken place. If other cars are there 
already, I look the other way and 
drive on, slowing down to about 40 
or 45 miles an hour for at least five 
minutes. Then I am back to normal 
speed again. I have been convicted of 
this and have begun to steel myself 
to the necessity of stopping if ever I 
pass by such a scene again. Even 
though the bodily needs of the acci- 
dent victims are being taken care of, 
perhaps there is a spiritual need that 
only I can meet. I must be ready to 
help even though it might mean that 
I would get the victim’s blood on my 
clothes. 

The fact is, many literate members 
of our civilization do not see the 
direction in which our Christless civ- 
ilization is going. The Saturday Re- 
view published some letters approving 
the Cousins editorial, but they also 
published a letter from one James C. 
Rose, as follows: “Your sentimental 
and emotionally written tale about the 
lady who got beaten up in Stamford 
stirred me in the best TV tradition, 
and I thought it quite wonderful how 
you drew such world-shaking conclu- 
sions from the incident. After cool- 
ing off, however, I realized that the 
servicemen acted  sensibly—for a 
change—and that you were _ both 
legally and emotionally wrong in inter- 
fering in a field where you are ob- 
viously an amateur. Would you also 
set a bone for someone if he showed 


signs of pain? I think you were lucky 
to get out of your precidament in 
Stamford without both the man and 
woman turning on you for interfering 
with an experience they both may 
have needed. It happens that way.” 

Fortunately, a couple of weeks later 
there were voices raised against this 
letter. Quotations from two of them 
bring light. “This (the Rose) letter is 
almost as disturbing as the incident 
itself. Here was a helpless person 
threatened with injury or worse and 
he advises us to leave this to the 
legal authorities and to permit victim 
and attacker to reap the possible bene- 
ficial emotional effects of unchecked 
violefice. We should surrender our 
greatest responsibilities to external 
authorities and abstractions.” 

Another person writes: “One might 
follow from his (Rose’s) point of view 
that the Samaritan had no right to in- 
terfere with the man who lay beaten 
and robbed on the road to Jericho. 
After all, he was an amateur and both 
the man and the thieves may have 
needed the experience.” 

Cousins’ editorial, by itself, may 
stir the concern of highly ethical peo- 
ple who are not committed to Christ. 
But it should also stir those who are 
believers to a much higher concern. 
We know that not only bodies are in 
danger, but eternal souls. 

Paul wrote to the Romans, “I am 
debtor both to Greeks and to barbar- 
ians, both to the wise and the un- 
wise” (Rom. 1:14). This indebtedness 
was to preach the Gospel. We who 
have received the life of God can 
show it by bearing the fruit of the 
Spirit: “Love, joy, peace, patience, 
kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gen- 
tleness, self control” (Gal. 5:22). In 
our encounter with the pains of this 
needy world, certainly love, gentle- 
ness, goodness and faithfulness are 
involved. 

The lawyer who wished to justify 
his actions asked Jesus, “Who is my 
neighbor?” (Luke 10:29). The answer 

(Continued on page 46) 
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MONG THE many beautiful things 
A in the earth-life of the Son of 
God is His perfect calmness. As the 
perfect man He exhibited perfect 
trust in the Father. It is written, 
“Thou wilt keep him in perfect peace 
whose mind is stayed upon Thee, be- 
cause he trusteth in Thee” (Isa. 26: 
3). In constant, unbroken fellow- 
ship with the Father, He lived a life 
of perfect peace and calmness. 

Again it is written: “He that be- 
lieveth shall not make haste” (Isa. 
28:16). He trusted fully and there- 
fore He was never in haste. 

He knew all was in the Father’s 
hands. He spoke of the knowledge of 
the Father, “your Father knoweth;” 
He spoke that blessed word of com- 
fort, “behold the birds of heaven... 
your heavenly Father feedeth them,” 
and that the sparrow upon the house- 
top, yes, the very hair on our heads 
are known to Him, and that without 
His will nothing can happen to the 
litle sparrow ... “Fear not! Ye are 
of more value than many sparrows.” 
While He spoke to others thus, it 
was His own comfort and blessed as- 
surance. 

As a twelve-year-old boy He ex- 
hibited this calmness. When it was 
discovered that He was missing in 
the returning company, how anx- 
iously they sought for Him, as if He 
who came to seek and to save that 
which was lost could have ever been 
lost. They found Him surrounded in 
the temple by the great doctors, 
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CALM 


By ARNO C. GAEBELEIN 
































hearing them and asking them ques- 
tions. They were amazed, while He 
sat there in perfect calmness. And 
when the seekers saw Him, and His 
mother, all excited, reproved Him, 
He answered with the same calm- 
ness, “How is it that ye sought Me? 
Wist ye not that I must be about my 
Father’s business?” 

When He was surrounded by an- 
gry Jews, who were ready to stone 
Him and to cast Him down the 
mountain side, He stood in their 
midst unruffled, knowing that His 
hour was not yet. He know He was 
not in their hands, but in His 
Father’s hands. All attacks from the 
enemy He faced in that calmness. 

As the disciples sailed across the 
sea, He fell asleep. As the storm 
lashed the waters of the lake, the lit- 
tle ship tossed from side to side. Each 
gust of wind filled the ship with wa- 
ter, so that they were all frightened. 
But He rested peacefully upon a pil- 
low. Finally they came and disturbed 
His rest: “Master! Master! we per- 
ish!” Then He awoke, rebuked the 
wind and the raging waters; the 
storm stopped and there was a calm. 
When the sea had become smooth, 
He said to them, “Where is your 
faith?” 

Behind the wind and the raging 
waves stood a person, whom He re- 
buked. It was Satan who tried to sink 


‘that little ship, ignorant of the fact that 


the only unsinkable ship which ever 
(Continued on page 46) 














Why we haven’ 


A hard look at the facts andi some r 


By H. EDWARD ROW 


HE JEWS are blinded and hardened,” spouted my 
friend. “They’re incorrigible! There’s no point in 
wasting time with them.” 

Noting the reluctance of the Jew to accept Christ, 
multitudes of believers glibly share this unfortunate 
sentiment. They seldom pause to analyze the reasons 
underlying the Jewish attitude. Those reasons, when 
analyzed, are not complimentary to Christendom. 

The greatest obstacle to Jewish evangelism is “Chris- 
tendom.” The most formidable enemy of the Jewish 
people from the fourth century to this day has been 
the “Christian Church.” Not the real Body of Christ, 
but the Christian Church which the Jewish people 
have known. 

These are embarrassing facts. Facts of which we 
must forever be ashamed. Facts which we would pre- 
fer to forget—to erase from our memories. William 
L. Hull of the Zion Christian Mission writes in his 
book “The Fall and Rise of Israel.” 

“As a matter of fact, if true Christianity had been 


taught and lived in Europe during past centuries, 


Jews would long ago have turned to Christ. In a 
choice, however, between Judaism and the bigoted 
Christianity represented by Rome (and in the lat- 
ter part of his ministry by Luther), Judaism was 
much to be preferred; even Talmudic Judaism.” 
But let us be more specific. “Christendom” is a very 
broad term. It includes all sects and cults and de- 
nominations and theological systems which are known 
by the name of Christ. “Christendom” is the totality 


The author is a former executive of a Jewish missionary 
society and is now assistant pastor of the Church of the 
Open Door, Los Angeles. 


of those in all ages who have subscribed to the name 
of Christ in any way. 

Each of four major groups in Christendom has 
been in some way an obstacle to Jewish acceptance 
of the Messiah. a 

Roman Catholicism has been an obstacle to Jewish 
evangelism because of its ruthless persecution of Jew- 
ish people. 

The long sad story of Romanist persecution of the 
Jewish people begins in 313 A.D. when the Roman 
Emperor Constantine proclaimed his favor of Chris- 
tianity. Constantine was a pagan at heart. He was a 
murderous despot who liquidated most of his own 
relatives. But he favored Christianity and made it the 
state religion of Rome in order to gain political ad- 
vantage. That was when the long dark night began. 
. The way of life which bore the name of the hum- 
ble Man of Galilee became a grasping, power-made, 
state-related system which went forth to conquer, 
wielding the sword of bigotry against all who refused 
to join it. For 1,200 years that system persecuted the 
Jews. In the words of the Jewish historian, Solomon 
Grayzel, 

“Judaism had given birth to a new religion; and the 
daughter was turning against the mother.” 

The atrocities of Romanism against the Jewish peo- 
ple are painful to recount: 

* Conversion to Judaism became a penal offense. 

® The Jewish rite of circumcision was banned. 

® Jews who married Christians were given the death 
penalty. 
Multitudes of Jews were forced to flee “Chris- 
tian” Rome. They went to Babylonia, Arabia, 
Gaul, and Europe. 
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andl some rather disturbing answers. 


Jews were confined to ghettos and forced to wear 
a shameful yellow badge to mark them out as 
objects of contempt. 
Their synagogues were invaded by sword-wield- 
ing “Christian” conversionists, who gave them their 
choice between the Savior and the stake. 
The Jews were blamed for every tragedy. They 
were accused of poisoning water supplies, aiding 
the enemy in war, of.using the blood of murdered 
Christians for ritual purposes, and of desecrating 
the wafers used in the Catholic Mass. 
The extermination of Spanish Jews was attempted 
by means of the Inquisition, and when this failed 
Queen Isabella expelled them from the country. 
At other times they were also expelled from France 
and from England. 
The fanatic Crusaders, en route to Palestine to 
wrest the tomb of Jesus from the infidels, marked 
their trail through Europe with Jewish blood. 
Is there any wonder that Jewish people should be 
reluctant to come to Messiah Jesus? Even the Ameri- 
can Jew is of European background. Because Ro- 
manism has for so long been dominant in Europe, 
the average Jew regards it as the chief representative 
of Christianity. To him there is no distinction between 
“Christendom” and “Christianity.” To him Romanism 
is Christianity, and therefore he is quite certain that 
Christianity is basically anti-Semitic. 
An Israeli Jew whom I met on board ship enroute 
to Australia had this to say: 
“Look at all the Jews who have been killed in 
the name of your Jesus!” 
Yes, the Jewish people are a product of a bitter past. 
And they remember that past. They remember the 
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* Inquisition, the atrocities, the brutality, the bloodsked, 


the heartache, the heartbreak, the tears, the torture, 
the awful expulsions, the unmitigated sorrow of their 
lot. And all this constitutes a tragic obstacle to us in 
evangelizing the Jewish people today. 

Turning to theological Liberalism, we find that it 
is a major obstacle to Jewish witness, because of its 
inclusivism and universalism. 

Reinhold Niebuhr, one of the leading theologians 
of America, published an article in the “Rabbinic 
Journal of the Central Conference of American Rab- 
his.” In his article, Niebuhr stated that Christian mis- 
sionary activities among Jews are wrong, because, he 
says, “they are futile.” He also stated that Christianity 
and Judaism are enough alike, “For the Jew to find 
God more easily in terms of his own religious herit- 
age” rather than to undergo “the hazards” of con- 
version. 

It is not difficult to see that the viewpoint of Rein- 
hold Niebuhr, which is probably shared by most Lib- 
erals, constitutes a hindrance to the winning of Jews. 
Liberalism is to be commended for not persecuting 
the Jews, but it is to be condemned for not evange- 
lizing them. In its unscriptural insistance on broaden- 
ing the platform of Christianity beyond the bounds 
of God’s Word, Liberalism would deal the death-blow 
to all Jewish evangelism. 

The refutation of Liberalism’s viewpoint is found 
in the solemn words of Israel’s Messiah as recorded 
in John 14:6: “I am the way, the truth, and the life: 
no man cometh unto the Father, but by me.” 

And the condemnation of Liberalism’s viewpoint 
is to be found in Messiah’s words recorded in Mat- 
thew 12:30: “He that is not with me is against me: 





and he that gathereth not with me scattereth abroad.” 

In its attitude toward Jewish evangelism, Liberalism 
flagrantly contradicts the Lord Jesus Christ. It is more 
than an “obstacle” to Jewish evangelism; it is an op- 
ponent of Jewish evangelism. Liberalism is against 
Jewish evangelism; but far worse, it is against the 
Master of the harvest field—the Lord Jesus Christ 
Himself. 


DISORDER OF THE CULTS 


The third branch of Christendom which constitutes 
a major obstacle to Jewish evangelism is represented 
by the cults. 

The false cults constitute a barrier mainly because 
of the disorder which they have brought to the scene. 
Through them the Devil has injected the element of 
chaos and confusion into the world of Christendom. 
And in our day this element has become so sizable 
as to color the impression of the outsider, the onlooker 
—the Jewish person who stands outside Christendom, 
reflecting in his mind whether or not it is for him. 

The coming of the cults has struck a blow to the 
prestige of the Christian Faith. The Jewish person 
looking on sees a babel of confusion. He sees 
myriads of queer cults, multiplying through the aggres- 
sive use of undignified propaganda, each calling at- 
tention to itself and offering the “only” way of sal- 
vation. 

The prospective Jew, who may indeed be in the 
market for a way of life better than bankrupt Rab- 
binic Judaism has to offer, sees the confusion, the 
controversy, the warring tides of bitter spirit. He turns 
on his radio to hear a tumult of undignified cultish 
extravagances. He tunes in his television and observes 
the most appalling and ridiculous expressions of Gen- 
tile religious philosophy. His doorbell rings and he 
opens to listen to the sales talk of two high-pressure 
strangers who try to convince him that the rest of 
Christendom is headed for perdition, that there is no 
Hell, and that the only Heaven is on earth. And he 
notices that they try to get him to forget that he is a 
Jew, to forsake his precious heritage, and to go over 
and join them. 

From all this the intelligent Jew quite naturally 
shrinks back. He compares it with the lofty concepts 
of his treasured heritage. He views it side by side with 
the ritualistic beauty and decorum of his synagogue 
services, and he finds it wanting. What he has seen 
of Christendom has served to erect a psychological 
barrier in his mind. The combination of this repulsive 
factor and his years of religious conditioning in Rab- 
binism is enough to decide his fate. “No,” he says, 
“Christianity is not for me. I'll stick to the mother 
religion.” 


The loss of prestige which the Faith of Christ has suf- 
fered through the rise of the cults is a major obstacle 
confronting every constructive and worthy effort in Jew- 
ish evangelism. 

Finally, we must admit with a flush of embarrass- 
ment that Evangelicalism has constituted an obstacle 
to Jewish evangelism. I use the term “Evangelicalism” 
broadly, to connote true, basic biblical Christianity. 
Even this branch of Christendom has held a check- 
rein on Jewish evangelism, mainly because of its ir- 
responsibility and its inflexibility. 

A few months ago I had lunch with the pastor of a 
large church in Sydney, Australia. Knowing that this 
man was prominent in his denomination, I decided to 
raise a question. 

“What is your denomination doing in the field of 
Jewish evangelism?” I asked. 

“Oh!,” he exclaimed as a semblance of exasperation 
crept over his face. “My denomination? Why, the 
leaders of my denomination never give it a thought!” 
He paused a moment and then added, “You see, 
they'll have to begin thinking about it before they'll 
ever do anything about it!” 

Max Eisen, in a 66-page booklet entitled “Chris- 
tian Missions to the #ews in North America,” has this 
to say: 

“There has been opposition to missionary work 
among Jews within the Christian Churches almost 
from the very inception of this work. Missionary 
endeavor among: Jews is not an accepted principle 
with many church boards. . . .” 


THREE ERRONEOUS CONCEPTS 


Underlying the irresponsibility of Evangelical Chris- 
tians toward Jewish missions, there are three erroneous 
concepts. 

First, there is the philosophy that “God is through 
with the Jew.” Abraham Mills, in his book “The 
Ancient Hebrews” expresses a viewpoint which is 
rather widespread among evangelicals. Recounting the 
death of Christ, he writes, 

“In that act of blood, the doom of the Jewish 
nation was sealed. The rent veil of the Temple in- 
dicated the end of the Mosaical dispensation, and 
the completion of the purposes for a nation. The 
light of Israel went out in that darkness which over- 
spread the land, when the dying Savior cried, ‘It is 
finished.’ ” 

Obviously, Christians who are convinced that God 
has shut up the seed of Abraham to perpetual doom 
will be the first to shrug off Jewish Missions. 

A second concept underlying the irresponsibility of 
Evangelicals in Jewish Missions in the “Gentile 

(Continued on page 35) 
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Here are some of the crucial problems facing Christian teachers today. 


OU MAY WELL feel perplexed these days over the 
Y confusion that exists in Christian education. 

In this rapidly changing scientific period and in this 
age of crucial international problems some people be- 
lieve we need a new curriculum with modern methods. 
Others teach that if our present curriculum and 
methodology met the spiritual needs of our grandpar- 
ents they are good enough for us today. 

And so confusion arises. But we must face these 
problems realistically if we hope to do an adequate 
teaching job. 


INTEREST OR EFFORT? 


Perhaps the most confusing question is this: Should 
the teacher appeal to the interests of the child or should 
he demand that the child put forth effort in learning? 
Some advocate appealing to Johnny’s interests and sac- 
rificing much of the lesson to be taught if this will 
hold Johnny and bring him to the class Sunday after 


The author is associate professor of Christian education at 
Fuller Theological Seminary, Pasadena, and was the author 
of “Fortify Your Bible Teaching” (Oct. ’58). 
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Sunday. Others maintain that Johnny should dis- 
cover early in life that he must exert personal effort and 
learn the material presented even though at times it 
may appear uninteresting. 

Christians tend to put a premium on effort and in- 
itiative in learning, and rightly so. Life includes a great 
many routine and comparatively uninteresting tasks 
which nevertheless must be performed. Education 
should therefore be characterized by effort, initiative, 
and a desire to learn thoroughly all materials including 
those that may have a low interest factor. 

Should you then dismiss the psychological factor of 
interest in teaching? Of course not. If Johnny is vitally 
interested in the lesson he will learn far more than if 
he were uninterested. Moreover, an interested student 
will retain learned material for longer periods of time. 
Both the rate of learning and the retention of learned 
material will be greater if interest is present. 

And so it is better for you to teach part of a lesson 
and keep Johnny’s interest than to teach an entire les- 
son without his interest—especially since irregular at- 
tendance inevitably follows disinterest. 

But you do not need to choose between these al- 





ternatives—teaching either Johnny or the lesson— for it 
is possible for you to impart the entire lesson in an in- 
teresting manner. 

Your voice and your face, for example, can show 
enthusiasm and interest in the subject. If your voice 
uses a variety of pitch levels, it will stimulate interest 
because it will sound interesting. Likewise, if your face 
radiates happiness and joy when speaking of the bless- 
ings of God or displays disapproval when speaking of 
the sins of man, your face too can aid in holding the at- 
tention of the student. But a monotonous voice and an 
expressionless face handicap you in the teaching of 
even the finest lesson. 

You should also learn to relate your lessons to the 
needs and problems of the students in order to create 
interest. It is not enough to narrate a story or to define 
and explain a doctrine. You must learn to apply every 
scriptural truth to Johnny’s life today. You do not sim- 
ply teach the resurrection of Christ as a doctrine and 
stop at that point. It is your deep responsibility to de- 
clare that because Christ arose we too shall rise, and 
that this promise should bring rejoicing to our hearts as 
we live daily for Christ. 

Effective teachers recognize that interest and effort 
are both integral parts of the learning process. They 
expect effort on the student’s part in proportion to his 


age, but they also seek to improve lesson content and 
delivery so that interest will be elicited and learning 
facilitated. 


FREEDOM OR DISCIPLINE? 


Should you let Johnny “express himself” freely, or 
should you compel them to conform to the rules and 
laws established by parents and teachers? Should the 
Sunday school be a place of freedom or a place of 
discipline? 

It was Jean Jacques Rousseau, a French educator, 
who first popularized the concept of freedom for the 
child. He espoused the theory that man was born with 
a good nature. In his Emile he said, “Everything is 
good as it leaves the hands of the Creator; everything 
degenerates in the hands of man.” His basic assump- 
tions were that man was born good and that freedom 
was essential to the continued growth of the goodness 
inherent in man. To limit or restrict the child in any 
way was a limitation upon his goodness. 

This view is diametrically opposed, however, to 
Scripture, which declares that man is in rebellion 
against God and that “by one man sin entered into the 
world and death by sin, and so death passed upon all 
men, for that all have sinned” (Rom. 5:12). Thus, 
man is born in bondage to sin rather than being born 
essentially good, and is in need of redemption. This 
certainly does not imply free reign for the child. 


According to educational studies children who are 
given unlimited freedom tend to encroach upon each 
other’s freedom so that only the strong and the intoler- 
ant have ultimate freedom. Unbridled freedom for the 
child may not only be a detriment to the welfare of the 
group but also contribute to his own feelings of in- 
security. When a child’s welfare is dependent, as it is 
many times, upon obedience to those with greater ex- 
perience, discipline becomes a necessary part of his 
education in both the home and the church, if he is to 
feel secure. The goal of self-discipline can be achieved 
through conforming to externally imposed discipline. If 
Johnny begins to learn self-discipline at an early age, 
increased freedom can be given him as he approaches 
adulthood. It should be a matter of gradually providing 
more and more freedom under the watchful and 
prayerful eye of parents and teachers so that upon 
reaching adulthood he will use his freedom wisely and 
responsibly toward God and man. 


IMPART OR INDOCTRINATE? 


Should you impose your thinking upon Johnny and 
force him to accept all that you believe? When a six- 
year-old asks whether it is right. or wrong to steal, the 
answer is quite simple: it is wrong. But when a 16- 
year-old asks whether some activity not specifically 
mentioned in the Bible is proper, can the reply be just 
as authoritarian? 

Some educators feel that it is unfair to Johnny to in- 
doctrinate him at any age; that is, a teacher violates 
Johnny’s personal rights when he imposes his way of 
life and his beliefs upon him. When the child’s mind is 
comparatively undeveloped, they say that adults should 
impart information in an objective, noncoercive man- 
ner. They advocate that Christianity be taught as 
though it were not the true way of life but merely one of 
many world religions. 

But they ignore the fact that children do not live and 
grow in a religious or cultural vacuum. Children will 
adopt some way of life even if it be a way of indiffer- 
ence toward God and his message, and such a philoso- 
phy often leads to agnosticism. Christian teachers must 
present Christ as the true and only way. You can do 
Johnny no greater service than to give him the truth at 
an early age. Any other approach is a denial of the 
very faith we claim. Truth is what young people today 
need, and Christ is the way, the truth, and the life 
(John 14:6). 

Rather than “preaching at” the adolescent, the wise 
teacher recognizes the teen-ager’s inner and natural 
desire to become independent. He therefore tends to 
avoid indoctrination characterized by dogmatism and 
he imparts information without a dictatorial atti- 

(Continued on page 48) 





THE 
INCOMPARABLE 
PROPHET 


The Lord is a prophet? Yes, He was the greatest of all; here is the striking evidence. By DALE G. FOSTER 


es NUCLEAR scientist sometimes has trouble pre- 
dicting the behavior of the infinitesimally small 
electronic missiles. But when it comes to accurately 
foretelling the common place events which are part 
of our daily lives, it is a different story. To the seem- 
ingly simple questions such as: Who will win the 
World Series this year? What kind of meat will the wife 
prepare for dinner tonight? Is Jane really going to 
marry that fresh kid she seems to be so crazy about? 
—our scientist friend throws up his hands, admitting 
complete defeat. 

He would say that the ability to see into the future 
does not belong to the test tube world of science. 

If, for a moment, we could imagine a prophet who 
continued to make one prediction after another, each 
one of which was literally fulfilled to the last detail 
and fully authenticated, what would we think? We 
would surely believe that somehow he had tapped the 
omniscient power of Deity Itself. Yet such a prophet 
actually lived 2,000 years ago. He was a simple it- 
inerant preacher named Jesus. 

The ancient Prophets of the Old Testament Scrip- 
tures made many amazing predictions, to be sure. But 
they were always careful to say, “Thus saith the Lord” 
—giving full credit directly to God for the prophecy. 
Jesus was unique among the prophets. He spoke with 
a new voice of authority—his own! “You have heard 
that it was said to the men of old . . . But J say to 
you . . .” His word superseded that of the old 
Prophets. He spoke with the authority of God Himself 
in human flesh! 


The author is a medical missionary (United Presby- 
terian, U.S.A.) to French Cameroun, West Africa, and 
author of “Escape to Littleness” (Jan. ’59). 
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During his short three year public ministry Jesus 
foretold in accurate detail every major event concerned 
with his own death. As he trudged up the long fatal 
road to Jerusalem, he drew his disciples to one side 
of the sunbaked, dusty path and quietly dropped on 
them a verbal bombshell which blasted their hopes 
and dreams to smithereens. 

“Behold, we are going up to Jerusalem,” he said, 
“and the Son of man will be delivered to the chief 
priests and scribes, and they will condemn him to 
death, and deliver him to the Gentiles to be mocked 
and scourged and crucified, and he will be raised on 
the third day” (Matt. 20:17-19). . 

The base betrayal of Jesus to his gloating enemies 
by the shameless kiss of greedy, grasping Judas Is- 
cariot was quietly announced to his followers in the 
upper room during the last supper. He correctly pre- 
dicted his ridiculous trial—a hollow mockery of real 
justice—before the arrogant Jewish authorities, result- 
ing in his conviction and the death penalty. A week 
before his tragic execution he told his disciples that 
the Jewish leaders would deliver him to the Gentile 
Roman tribunal to confirm his death sentence. There 
he would be ridiculed, mercilessly flogged and vilely 
spit upon. 

In the cold stillness of the star-studded night among 
the shadowy trees of the Mount of Olives, he made 
two unbelievable statements. First he told the Eleven 
that every one of them would lose his faith in him and 
be scattered like sheep that very night. Then he 
specifically singled out blustering, boastful Peter, se- 
cure in his own self-confidence, and told him that “to- 
night, before the cock crows, you will disown me 
three times.” They all, of course, stoutly maintained 
their loyalty to Jesus even unto death. But their ig- 





Son of man be three days and three nights in the 
of the earth” (Matt. 12:40). 

Not only did Jesus foretell all the events connected 
with his death, but he also correctly prophesied his 
own resurrection from the dead! He made this astound- 
ing prediction’on at least five different occasions. The 


knowledge that he had claimed he would rise from the 

dead on the third day did not, however, belong ex- 
clusively to his disciples. That it was commonly known 
the people. as well as by his enemies is clear from 


fz 


(John 6:62; 16:28). 


City, was captured in 37 B.C. 
the Great. At tremendous cost he repaired 


g 


years later in 70 A.D. when the Romans, 
conqueror Titus, took the Holy City, nearly 
which had been burnt or otherwise destroyed 


tion was complete. 

But, to the disciples, the most amazing thing of all 
was to learn the reason for this terrible catastrophe. 
Jesus said that it was to be a righteous judgment on 
the people for their sinful rejection and murder of God 
Himself in human flesh who was visiting them in the 
person of Himself—Jesus of Nazareth! As he told 
them of this awful event to come, bitter tears scalded 
his cheeks and his heart was breaking with love and 
yearning toward those for whom he was soon to die 
but who were too blind in their unbelief to even realize 
it. As he saw the City with its teeming thousands 
spread out before him, he cried with all the pathos of 
his soul: 

“Ah, if you only knew, even at this eleventh hour, 
on what your peace depends—but you cannot see it. 
The time is coming when your enemies will encircle 

(Continued on page 51) 





In this, our 10th Anniversary Year, we of 

World Vision pause to express our grateful thanks. 
We thank God for all that He has done. “All that 
we have comes from Him, and we give it out of 
His hand” (I Chron. 29:14b — Dutch Paraphrase). 


And we thank you whose prayerful generosity has 
made possible all the ministries described on 

these pages. In a very real sense, you are World 

Vision — we are merely those privileged by God to help 
you channel your gifts to the places of greatest need. 


We stand “in between” — with burdened 
missionaries and Nationals on the one hand, our 
sacrificial friends at home on the other — and we do 
indeed count “ourselves your servants for Jesus’ sake’ 
So we thank God. 

And we thank you. 


ec GG. 
World Vion 100 Pomiiversary 


1950 ~- 1960 
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Around the world, thousands of “little 

people” add their heartfelt gratitude to ours. 
They include the more than 13,000 being 
World Vision in 156 Christian 


through the ey a to their societies 
... and the countless of others who have 
found the answers to their needs, both physical 
and spiritual, through World Vision-supported 


missionary enterprise. 

For your prayerful generosity ... they thank you. 
They thank you for supporting the ministries of 
World Vision, which include: 


Evangelistic Outreach—to reach the lost for Christ. 
Motivated by a great concern for the unreached of 
earth who have not felt the witness of the Church, 
World Vision conducts evangelistic crusades in 
strategic centers overseas. 


Christian Leadership Development —to help the 
servants of Christ. Motivated by a great concern 
for the faithful servants of Christ around the world, 
World Vision in the past six years has brought 
together over 25,000 Christian National (native 
worker) ministers and evangelists for strategically- 
located Pastors’ Conferences Asia and 
Africa (this year, South America is included). 


FINANCIAL STATEMENT AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST 


World Vision invit scrut: its 
ea your ‘ of somantite 
year, 


Christian Nationals facing crisis needs and oppor- 
tunities which they and t 

meet alone, World Vision has provided 

needed emergency aid in the form of 

plies, equipment and buildings for 

ganizations all over the world. Over 75 esta 
agencies have been aided in this way, and 
requests for help are constantly received. 


Missionary Challenge—to alert the 

Christ. Motivated by the concern that 

in general and individual Christians in particular 
may engage in positive obedience to Christ's direc- 
tive “Go ye;’ World Vision conducts a 

radio hoon =o (coast to coast, including Canada 
... publishes a free monthly missionary magazine 
and many other service pamphlets to encourage 


interest in ro. cee — 
missionary films graphically portrayin 
ple: World Vision's 


the missionary challenge. 
award-winning film, “A Cry in the Night;’ which 
thousands of churches have secured for a free 
showing by agreeing that they would take an 
offering for their own foreign missions program. 


Our Accounting te God, te You... 
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and Tomorrow’s Missions 


To attempt to play the prophet is a risky matter. But Missions is such big 
business nowadays and the stakes so high that some effort must be made to 
look ahead in order to anticipate and prepare for the possible shape of things 
to come. The following represents a guess at some of the trends which may 
develop in missions during the next ten years. By R. KENNETH STRACHAN 


ODAY’S WORLD picture resembles the many scenic 
7 volcanoes which dot the Nicaraguan landscape. 
Some of those volcanic cones, like Santiago, are in 
full activity, spewing out dense columns of smoke and 
sulphur over the surrounding country. Others, like 
Momotombo, are barely awake, throwing out only oc- 
casional small puffs of smoke. But the viewer is always 
conscious of the unseen forces beneath the surface 
that may at any moment cause these slumbering giants 
to come to life with a destructive roar. 

So Latin America today. On the surface great 
changes are taking place, transforming 19th century 


The author is the general director of the Latin America 
Mission, Inc., and author of “Can Latin America Be Won 
for Christ?” (April ’57, ETERNITY) 


towns and villages into huge, rapidly-growing cities of 
striking building designs and gleaming highways. But 
behind the facade of modern progress, in the dark re- 
cesses of the alleys and tenements, subterranean pres- 
sures are building up which may soon erupt in savage, 
death-dealing fury. 

The year 1959 provided some foretaste of this. 
Throughout recent months the Cuban revolution 
headed by the bearded Fidel Castro successively stirred 
the admiration, bewilderment and exasperation of the 
American people—themselves the heirs of the New 
World’s most significant revolution. Dismayed by the 
movement’s high-handed, vindictive justice, its appar- 
ently impractical idealism and its strong and, to them, 
incomprehensible anti-Yankee bias, North Americans 








sought to attribute its excesses and extremes to Com- 
munist infiltration. 

What may consequently have been overlooked or un- 
derestimated is the operation of other forces—raw, 
elemental and of incalculable power. Perhaps they can 
be summed up in one single word—Aunger! 

This hunger takes various forms. There is a drive for 
social improvement that is impelling millions of young 
Latin Americans today. And there is the fierce passion 
for political self-determination that consumes students, 
young professionals, and many others. But increasingly, 
as population rises and the margin of economic security 
is reduced for the masses, sheer physical hunger is driv- 
ing the multitudes to unreasoning, impulsive action. 
These, more than any other, are the forces at work in 
the revolution that is taking place today all over Latin 
America. 


HUNGER! 


Already, as Arnold Toynbee and others have 
warned, the specter of starvation haunts vast portions 
of the world’s humanity. Two-thirds of the world’s 
present population is hungry! Eighty percent of the 
world’s inhabitants belong to underprivileged coun- 
tries! In Cuba, more than the United States or the world 
or even the Cubans themselves may have realized, was 
the primitive, compelling pressure of want. Increasingly 
in the years ahead this force will send millions of des- 
perate, demanding rioters on to the streets, under 
leaders like Castro who may or may not lead them to 
successful ends. 

From a missionary point of view, two minor develop- 
ments in the Cuban revolution are of special interest. 
One, already mentioned, is the strong wave of anti- 
American sentiment which has _ characteribzed it, 
notwithstanding the natural links of geography and 
commerce and the common ideals of democracy. Is it 
mere coincidence that in the last two years the strongest 
symptoms of anti-Americanism since World War II 
have been manifested in such centers as Lima, Bogota, 
Buenos Aires, Caracas, Havana and Panama City? 
Does this presage a growing wave of Latin American 
hostility and resentment to the United States? 

The other, strangely enough, is the position taken by 
the Cuban Protestants with relation to the revolution. 
Thus far they have overwhelmingly endorsed Fidel 
Castro and strongly supported his movement. Whether 
this support will be continued remains to be seen, but 
it undoubtedly reveals a significant sympathy on the 
part of evangelical bodies of the continent toward the 
aims and goals of the social revolution that is taking 
place today throughout Latin America. 

What these two factors imply for the missionary en- 
terprise remains to be seen. It would seem that grow- 


30 


ing governmental restrictions on entry and residence, 
and pressure toward nationalization are to be expected. 
Relations between foreign missionary societies and na- 
tional church bodies will become increasingly sensitive 
and the process of mission withdrawal or integration 
hastened. These, however, represent secondary aspects 
in the overwhelming over-all problem of making Christ 
known in relevant application to the spiritual needs of a 
people whose stomachs are also empty and whose 
minds are bewildered and confused by the modern 
maelstrom into which they have been plunged. 

What, then, lies ahead for the missionary enterprise? 
How should we address ourselves to the task of the 
next ten years? Where should our energies be concen- 
trated? 

In our judgment, the human answer lies along the 
following lines: 

First, and most important, the missionary effort of 
the next ten years should be concentrated on building 
up and strengthening the national evangelical church. 
This is the number one priority. It is the Latin Ameri- 
can evangelicals and not the foreign missionaries, the 
national churches and not the mission societies, who 
hold the destiny of the Protestant movement in their 
hands. It is they, not ®e, who can spell out the offer and 
implications of the gospel to Latin America today. 

This will require more careful rethinking of mission- 
church relations, a hastening of the steps towards more 
effective partnership and above all the determination 
to recognize the national Christians in their local con- 
gregations as the divinely-ordained agents for the evan- 
gelization of their countries. 


TWO MAIN JOBS 


In the discharge of this responsibility towards the 
evangelical church, two main jobs confront the mission- 
ary forces. The first, a job of evangelism commensurate 
with the times. This will involve pioneering more ade- 
quate strategies of evangelism centering in the local 
church base and employing the total membership in 
programs of continuous purposeful witnessing. The ef- 
fort of Evangelism in Depth currently being tested in 
Nicaragua by the Latin America Mission represents 
one definite step in this direction. It should also require 
the careful study of new approaches demanded by the 
changing times—new approaches to the workingman 
and the professional, and with respect to modern Ro- 
man Catholicism and the other forces of the day. 

The second important task is one of education. It 
involves a thorough-going revision and over-haul of 
present Christian education programs, provision of ade- 
quate primary, secondary and college education for 
evangelical children, a resolute tackling of the problem 

(Continued on page 49) 
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Gordon Powell, minister of Australia’s largest Presbyterian church, looks at the results. 


Australia Crusade — One Year Later 


Between February and the end of 
May, 1959, actual attendance at the 
Billy Graham crusadé meetings in 
Australia and New Zealand meetings 
totalled more than 3,000,000. The 
total number of inquirers who made 
decisions and who entered into the 
follow-up plan was 146,734. Of the 
decisions made at the crusade in Syd- 
ney, 75.7% were first decisions. More 
than 500 students at the University of 
Sydney went forward to commit their 
lives to Christ. 

A doctor, secretary of the Christian 
Medical Association, has reported that 
at least 42 doctors and over 1,000 
nurses made profession of faith in 
Christ during the crusade in Sydney. 

Bishop R. C. Kerle in the Sydney 
Morning Herald says, “The Church of 
England is now beginning to see tangi- 
ble results.” He quotes one of their 
churches where out of 56 recent con- 
firmees, 33 came through the crusade. 
In a suburban parish, 85% of those 
who responded at the crusade have be- 
come warm and effective Christians. 
In an inner-suburban church 60% were 
now regular worshippers, and Sunday 
attendances had increased 100%. 

At the Baptist Assembly recently I 
was told that practically without ex- 
ception now their churches’ were 
crowded whereas before the crusade 
many were half empty. 

In my own church, St. Stephen’s 
Presbyterian Church, Sydney, we had 
646 inquirers referred to us. These 646 
were scattered all over Greater Sydney 
and beyond. As a result, we have been 
unable to contact 30 of them at all. 
Another 68 really belonged to other 
churches (or were referred on) or for 
some other reason could not be 
brought in as full members of the 
church. There were 144 who were al- 
ready on our rolls and that left 404 
new people. Of these, approximately 
300 have already attended pre-com- 
munion classes (where necessary) and 
been admitted as full communicant 
members of the church. Another big 
class is already being formed. Two 
years ago, the number of new members 
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brought in during this same period 
was 45. The total this year was 310. 
Among the 646 referrals to St. 
Stephen’s, there were six doctors of 
medicine. 

Canon Arrowsmith of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society tells us that 
sales of Bibles in both Sydney and 
Melbourne trebled as a result of the 
crusade. All denominations report a 
great increase in the number of Bible 
study groups. 

Personally, I can testify that since 
the crusade I have changed my preach- 
ing and I have found, as Billy Graham 
found, that preaching took on a new 
power when it became Bible preach- 
ing. 

The Crusade Executive Committee 
was quite the most exciting committee 
to which it has been my privilege to 
belong. Never have I known such unity 
or enthusiasm, and never have so many 
denominations been represented in my 
experience. In the Acts of the Apos- 
tles, we are told that “when they were 
all with one accord in one place,” 
then the power of the Holy Spirit 
came upon them. I believe that was 
precisely what happened in the great 
days of the crusade. That unity has 
persisted. The churches which came 
together then have stayed together. We 
came together for one tremendous task 
and opportunity. When Billy Graham 
arrived, we caught something of his 
spirit which rises above all denomina- 
tional differences. Billy’s only concern 
is, “Has a man made his decision for 
Christ?” 

I haven’t any doubt in my own 
mind that revival is coming. The ques- 
tion is, Will it come because of you, or 
in spite of you? 


Gospel of Thomas 


The newspapers recently reported 
the discovery of a new “Gospel,” 
called the Gospel of Thomas. In the 
Bulletin of the John Rylands Library 
(Manchester, England), W. C. Till 
appraises the manuscript. 


A date about A.D. 400 is suggested 
for it. The Gospel contains some say- 
ings which are repeated in the col- 
lection, the second time in a slightly 
altered form. This repetition indicates 
that the logia were taken from dif- 
ferent sources. The principal sources 
are two apocryphal writings, The Gos- 
pel according to the Egyptians and 
the Gospel according to the Hebrews. 
While the Gospel of Thomas does not 
contain any discussion of doctrine 
the logia themselves give us the views 
of the compiler or redactor. He is 
convinced that his teaching is esoteric, 
as is clear from the title, “The Secret 
Sayings,” from the special enlighten- 
ment ascribed to Thomas and from 
several logia. 

Furthermore all differences, includ- 
ing that of the sexes, must disappear. 
He does not think much of fasting, 
almsgiving, dietary laws and even 
prayer. Thus the fundamental ideas 
of this collection of sayings of Jesus 
fit very well into the Gnostic doc- 
trine. It may be supposed that this 
is a group of sayings copied down 
about the beginning of the fifth cen- 
tury, and no value need be given it 
at all. (DGB) 


Peter in Rome 


One of the less pleasant aspects of 
the Roman church at work is to be 
found in the plodding publication of 
the archaeological attempts at estab- 
lishing the fact that St. Peter is buried 
under the great church in the Vatican. 

A recent publication admits that 
the tradition is from the fourth cen- 
tury, but states that continuity has 
been established between this tradi- 
tion and a second-century monument 
which probably covered the remains 
of Peter. Even more significantly, the 
report claims, they have brought to 
light a burial ground dating into the 
first century. The Bible evidence 
against Peter’s ever having been in 
Rome is conclusive, but Rome plods 
on. 
Possibly the church will claim the 
actual discovery of the body about 
the time of the forthcoming council 
in which they will declare that Mary 
is joint-Savior and the only mediator 
with Christ. (DGB) 
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When you invest in an American Bible 
Society Annuity Agreement you have 
nothing to worry about! 


Your first check arrives almost immedi- 
ately, and you can expect the same amount 
regularly thereafter, regardless of world 
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And what a lot of taxes you save! 


Take the case of Mrs. Dowe. When she 
bought a $1,000 Annuity at age 65, she was 
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rest of her life. $40.60 of this amount would 
be tax-free income eath year. And in addi- 
tion she obtained an income tax deduction 
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By buying her Annuity from the Society 
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helped in its vital ministry of providing the 
Scriptures in more than 250 languages, and 
in reading systems for the Blind. 
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WINDOW ON THE WORLD Cont’d 





Education, entertainment, evangelism, edification 


Ben Hur in the Movies 


When we came from seeing the new 
motion picture Ben Hur, I said to Mrs. 
Barnhouse, “Here are some thoughts 
I have at this moment. I love the Lord 
Jesus Christ more than I did when I 
went in. I understand more clearly 
what it means to give a cup of cold 
water in His name. This film is per- 
haps the greatest weapon for Jewish 
evangelism that has ever been forged. 
I wish that every believer could see it. 
And I wish that believers would” invite 
unbelievers to go and see it; it will 
furnish a remarkably good opportunity 
for witness.” 

Fifteen million dollars were spent 
in producing this spectacular. The sub- 
title, taken from General Lew Wallis’ 
book, is A Tale of the Christ, and the 
director has been faithful to that 
theme. And yet the face of Christ does 
not come into view in the picture. His 
hand reaches down to give a cup of 
cold water to a slave who is dying of 
thirst. He is seen in the far distance 
on several occasions, and his death is 
portrayed with the majesty of a Rem- 
brandt painting. 

Hollywood has been guilty of some 
blasphemous attempts at portraying 
biblical epics. The Ten Command- 
ments, as one critic remarked, was 
really the seventh commandment with 
frills. David and Bathsheba was pre- 
sented as a problem of overmastering 
love instead of vulgar sex, as the Bible 
presents it. In many a biblical epic 
slinky sirens clad in diaphanous veils 
come to tempt the hero. There is none 
of this in Ben Hur. 

The whole vast production is pre- 


| sented with remarkable restraint. The 
| director, William Wyler, shows a sen- 


sitive spirit in the treatment of every 
part of the notable masterpiece. If I 
had been at his shoulder as _ biblical 
consultant, there are few changes that 
I would have wanted made. Some may 
cavil at the miracles which are pre- 
sented as having taken place at the 
moment of Christ’s death, but this is a 
very unimportant departure from the 
biblical narrative. This point is that 
Christ is presented as divine, and His 
work as manifesting the love and 
power of God. 

The device of having one of the 
three wise men live on for 30 years 


looking for the Man who must have 
grown from the babe before whom he 
had presented gifts is well-imagined, 
and makes it possible for some New 
Testament truths to be established in 
the film. When Ben Hur sees Christ 
on the way to the cross and says, 
“How sad that it all had to end in this 
way,” the old wise man says, with 
great feeling. “This is not the end, this 
is the beginning.” And then we see the 
power of Jesus Christ manifested in 
the healing and in the conversion otf 
those who came to trust in Him. 

Incidentally there is high instruc- 
tion in Roman ways that will give stu- 
dents of history a real insight into the 
manner of life in biblical times. The 
tremendous spectacle of the naval bat- 
tle with the triremes engaging each 
other is historically accurate, and 
thrilling to high degree. The chariot 
race is breath-taking, and while we 
know in advance how it is going to 
turn out, we are brought to the edge of 
our seats. 

Certainly in this age of television in 
almost every parlor, it is much better 
to see a movie like Ben Hur in a down- 
town theatre than it is to stay home 


Emotional high-point is a spectacular chariot race. 
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and see an inferior movie on TV. This 
motion picture is education and en- 
tertainment, but it is also evangelism 
and edification. I came from seeing it 
with the pure sense that I was closer 
to Christ, that I knew Him better and 
that I loved Him more deeply. (DGB) 


Then Sudden Destruction 


Towards the end of last year, a ter- 
rible tragedy struck the little town of 
Frejus, France. 

During the night, while the resi- 
dents of Frejus slept, the nearby Mal- 
passet Dam burst and its waters 
thundered down on the unsuspecting 
populace, leaving a death toll of more 
than 300 persons. There was no in- 
dication, as the town’s populace went 
to bed at night that before morning 
destruction would overtake their be- 
loved village. 

A reporter, describing the ruins, 
said: “It will be a long time before 
Frejus resembles the peaceful, fertile 
valley it was when the sun settled 
into the Mediterranean the evening of 
December 2.” 

However, what happened to Fréjus 
is an illustration of another event yet 
to come, described in Scripture: 
“When people say, “There is peace 
and security,’ then sudden destruction 
will come upon them. (I Thess. 
5:3, RSV). 

The Bible prophesies that the judg- 
ment time of the Day of the Lord 
will come suddenly, unexpectedly upon 
the earth, when man least expects it. 
When the world is basking contentedly 
in a state of pseudo-peace and se- 
curity, then “sudden destruction will 
come. .” And Fréjus will be a 
Sunday school picnic in comparison! 
(HHE) 


New Name for Noxious Bloom 


World Judaism was torn last month 
by attacks from within and without. 
Rev. Maurice Eisendrath, head of the 
Union of American Hebrew Congre- 
gations deplored what he called the 
“stranglehold” of Orthodoxy on re- 
ligious life in Israel. 

James P. Warburg, banker, said he 
had discontinued contributions to the 
United Jewish Appeal. He said that 
“it is one thing to create a needed 


March 1960 








LOOK AT THIS BOY 


Then Came Seehninge > re 


After several months in the infirmary of our orphan’s 
home he had gained weight and his stumps were nearly 
healed. However, blood oozed out of them when Mr. 
Swanson asked him to move them. Without Christian 
love and care this boy would have been forced to drag 
himself about or improvise a little wheeled cart so that 
he could keep on begging and maybe starving and freezing 


again. 





school, 


some other orphan equally needy? 


This boy is now No. 123 in our New Life Boys’ and Girls’ 
Home in Taegu, Korea. He is assured of all his physical, 
material and spiritual needs. But there are many, OH SO 
MANY, others who need to be gathered in before they starve, 
freeze or die of TB this winter. Will you become a sponsor 
for one? You can for only $8 a month—just 26 pennies a 
day. You or your church, your Sunday School, Ladies Group, 
Bible Class, Junior Church, etc. will be thrilled by such a 


project! Please pray about it! 


ESEA supports over 3000 Korean orphans, war widows and 
lepers’ children in 42 Homes, most of them are Presbyterian. 
Every one is a true Christian institution. (True Bible believers) 


<— Late Summer 


The amputee center headed 
by Dr. Reuben R. Torrey, Jr. 
fitted Sung Dong with these 
fine artificial limbs. 
springs up in his young heart. 
Love has had a way. And 
with patience and practice 
young Sung Dong will learn 
to walk again without crutch- 
es or canes. Thus he will face 
life with fresh hope. Who 
knows but that he may grow 
up to be a Christian leader. 


Look At Him NOW — 


Here Sung Dong stands alone 
once more. He has learned to 
manipulate his artificial legs and 
walks confidently. 
need much help as he starts 
learns daily more of 
Christ and His love. Some day he may be a preacher and a 
missionary and win many for his Lord. Won’t you sponsor 


But he will 


THEN and NOW 


<— It Was Winter 


SUNG DONG KIM was one of the 
many Korean orphans sleeping out- 
doors on the coldest nights. When we 
found him he was nearly dead from 
starvation and both feet were frozen 
and black. Amputation was unavoid- 
able. This and loving care saved his life. 
Other homeless waifs equally pitiful 
need shelter and care. Will yqu “adopt” 
such an orphan today? 





Hope 





THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 


4848 North Leonard Drive 


NS CLIP AND MAIL COUPON TODAY 


0 YES, I want to sponsor a [] boy ( girl for one year. With God’s help I will send $8 a 
month. Please send me my child’s name, picture, eewess and story. I understand I may continue 


as long as I wish. SEND FULL PARTICULA 


(0 I cannot “adopt” a child but want to help by giving $............--------eeeeeeeeeeceee 


(0 Please send me further information. 


Chicago 31, Illinois 





THE EVERETT SWANSON EVANGELISTIC ASSOCIATION, INC. 2..ocriien | 


Dept. E-3 


4848 North Leonard Drive, Chicago 31, Illinois. Telephone: GLadstone 6-6181 | 


—— 
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| CAN YOU ANSWER 


Jehovah’‘s Witnesses? 


Outstanding Books YOU CAN! 


by Frank Gaebelein 


Watchtower Slave.” 





Christian Education in a Democracy... .$4.50 

The Patterns of God's Truth.......... 3.00 15 for $1— 100 for $5 
The Practical Epistle of James....... 1.50 oe meee 
ts MIs aoc cc vec ccecaws 2.00 oe Box 1967-E Seattle 11, Wash. 
Down through the Ages............ 1.50 


- Use the new booklet, 
“Another Gospel” writ- 
ten by the author of the 
book “Thirty Years A 





RIVERVIEW ACADEMY 
“Where CHRIST is FIRST” 
Grades 7 thru 12, Co-educational 
Resident and non-resident students. 
Write for rates, etc.: Dr. John J. McCall, 
Riverview Academy 
Shark River Hills 


Philemon, the Gospel of Emancipation. .50 


Send your order direct to 


A. C. Gaebelein Publications 
Waretown, N. J. 











Neptune, N. J. 











A PERVASIVE CHRISTIAN ATMOSPHERE 


The ideals of the founders of Stony Brook enter generally into the 
lives of the students. The School motto is “Character before 
Career.” In this atmosphere Christian decisions have been made, 
lives have been given direction and purpose, and some have been 
inspired to volunteer for a life career of Christian service. Deputa- 
tions of student speakers have done a vital service in meetings in 
churches on Long Island and elsewhere. The King’s Men, a choral 
group, makes regular concert tours each year. 

Christian Education at Stony Brook has real meaning. The 
atmosphere is wholesome without being pious. Boys are urged to: 
accept Christ as their Saviour and to live their lives in accordance 
with the will of God as set forth in Scripture. Bible study is a 
major subject and is required of all students throughout the entire 
course. There is a full program of athletics in eight different sports. 

By maintaining a balance between the religious, academic, and 
recreational activities the School aims at a harmony of purpose. 
By intelligent application of this Christian program, in both 
administration and teaching, Stony Brook is making a distinctive 
contribution to American education. 


Frank E. Gaebelein, Litt.D., D.D., Headmaster 


For a Catalogue and Further Information 
please address Director of Admissions, Dept. 40 
Stony Brook, Long Island, New York 
ol SS ae, 
based on solid 


ine of a series of advertisemen 
} eal Brook Sel Snot to boys desiring a college prep Christian 
principles. 
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“Tefuge for the oppressed. It is quite 


another to create a new chauvinistic 
nationalism and a state based in part 
on medieval theocratic bigotry and 
in part on the Nazi-exploited myth of 
the existence of a Jewish race.” He 
added that “nothing could be more 
tragic than to witness the creation of 
a Jewish state in which non-Jewish 
minorities are treated as second class 
citizens.” 

Beginning on Christmas Eve, a 
series of anti-Semitic incidents spread 
from Cologne Germany to London, 
New York and scores of other places 
throughout the world. Most of them 
partook of the nature of mischief, 
such as the scrawling of swastikas on 
houses of worship—Christian and 
Jewish—largely by juveniles. Psycholo- 
gists compared them to .the millions 
of scribblings of “Kilroy was here” 
during the last war. 

But the Jewish communities nat- 
urally took the outbreaks quite seri- 
ously and considered them political 
in nature. They hoped that the vestiges 
of Fascism in Germany were not ris- 
ing from the ashes of World War II. 

The reaction of aged Chancellor 
Konrad Adenauer seemed to confirm 
world fears in this respect. He sug- 
gested that the German people handle 
the ,outbreaks by “beating up on” 
the culprits immediately on discovery 
of their misdeeds. This appeal to 
lynch law recalled the famous pre- 
dication of Huey P. Long—that “we 
will have Fascism here, but we will 
call it Anti-Fascism.” That never hap- 
pened in America. But have the Ger- 
mans, instead of abandoning Fascism, 
merely started calling it by another 
name? 


“Choosing Up Sides” in Cuba 


While American diplomats tangled 
with Cuban Prime Minister Castro 
over compensation for expropriated 
American sugar and utility properties, 
the Catholic leadership started also to 
turn openly against him. Such a turn 
has been expected ever since the Prime 


| Minister declined to redeem an al- 


leged promise to install Catholic re- 
ligious education in public schools. 

Now Jaime Fonseca, director of the 
Spanish-language edition of the Na- 
tional Catholic Welfare Conference 
News Service, has syndicated a long 
article describing the new regime as a 
“totalitarian dictatorship.” 

The position of the Catholic 
Church is complicated by certain fac- 


| tors not always given due public rec- 


ognition. One is the fact that the 
hierarchy is divided into a Spanish 
and a “native” or Cuban faction. 
Whatever one faction opposes is apt 
to get direct or indirect support from 


ETERNITY 
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the other. Secondly the Church’s 
strength in Cuba is much less than 
appears on the surface. 

The Catholic churches are national 
monuments and express the tradi- 
tional or patriotic rather than any 
religious attachment to Roman Cath- 
olicism. But there may actually be 
more Protestant than Catholic houses 
of worship in the island. 

There may be more actual practicing 
Protestants than actual practicing Ro- 
man Catholics in the population. 

The Church now faces also the 
fear, as expressed in Fonseca’s article 
that the Castro movement will lead 
to the overthrow of the church-state 
alliances that rule other Latin coun- 
tries. Fonseca refers particularly to 
the invasions based in Cuba and di- 
rected against Panama, the Domini- 
can Republic and Guatemala. 

Catholic doctrine calls for civil obe- 
dience but only so long as it does not 
appear feasible to overthrow any _par- 
ticular government to which the 
church objects. Increased resistance by 
local groups who suffer from Castro’s 
reforms, and his growing involvement 
in controversy with Americans, may 
indicate that his position will soon be 
weak enough for the hierarchy to come 
out against him. 


Church of England Statistics 


The low estate of the church in 
England is shown by recent statistics 
issued by the Church of England. By 
1951 the average age of all members 
of the clergy, which had been 44 in 
1851 and 49 in 1901, had risen to 55, 
and by now is probably three years 
older than this. The average minister 
has a parish with 3,244 members. 

In 1844, 907 marriages out of every 
1000 were performed by ministers. 
This number has fallen to 496 over 
the past five years. Only about 60 peo- 
ple out of every 1000 over the age of 
of 15 were regular communicants in 
1947, but this number is increasing, 
and passed 75 during the last year. 
The church having the largest finan- 
cial receipts is also the church that 
is one of the most’ evangelical 
churches in England—All Souls’ in 
Langham Place, London. Its rector, 
John Stott, has written for Eternity. 
(DGB) 


WHY WE HAVEN’T 
(Continued from page 20) 


Church” philosophy. This is the view 
that the Jews have forfeited their place 
in the plan of God, and that the Gen- 
tiles now occupy that place. God is 
gathering out a Gentile church, and 
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individuals in that church are “spir- 
itual Israelites.” 

This theory runs counter to the 
Scriptures, which declare that “some” 
of the natural branches (Israelites) 
were broken off, and that the wild 
olive branches were grafted in among 
them (Rom. 11:17). The New Testa- 
ment knows only one church, com- 
posed of both Jew and Gentile in one 
body (Eph. 2:14-16). Yet it is to be 
expected that any notion that Gentiles 
have supplanted Jews in the plan of 
God would enfeeble Jewish mission- 
ary interest and endeavor. 

In the third place, there is the er- 
roneous notion that the Jewish peo- 
ple are already being evangelized 
through existing channels of Gentile 
evangelization. Are there not thou- 
sands of churches in America which 
are true to the Gospel message? Are 
there not many worthy radio programs 
which are declaring salvation truth? 
And think of all the great city-wide 
evangelistic campaigns of our day! 

Admittedly there is much worthy 
evangelism in our nation today. We 
thank God for it. But ‘it is a serious 
fallacy to think that Gentile-directed 
evangelism is effective toward Jewish 
people. The prevalent delusion that 
Jew and Gentile can be effectively 
evangelized through a common ap- 
proach is based upon sheer ignorance 
of the Jew. No thinking person would 
dare suggest that Eskimo and Hot- 
tentot should be approached in the 
same manner, according to the same 
inflexible pattern. Each must be ap- 
proached in terms of his culture. 
Centuries of bitter conditioning have 
produced a unique Jewish mentality. To 
be effective; Jewish evangelism must 
be directed specifically to the Jewish 
people. It is a specialized task. 

It is transparently evident that the 
hallucination of Jewish evangelism 
through Gentile-directed channels is 
a dampening factor affecting the zeal 
of Evangelicals in Jewish witness. It 
is a case of irresponsibility based upon 
ignorance. 

The Bishop of Worcester in one 
of his published letters wrote: “It 
was not until Christianity in the 
time of Constantine became first a 
tolerated and then the dominant re- 
ligion of the Empire that there be- 
gan that terrible era wherein the 
church, by its deliberate choice and 
conduct, has made itself one gigan- 
tic and seemingly impenetrable ob- 
stacle between the Jews and the 
figure of our Blessed Lord.” 

We have traced the regrettable 
course of Christendom in relation to 
the Jew. We have seen that four major 
branches. of Christendom have con- 
tributed to the erection of this ob- 
stacle. The painful conclusion of this 
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rewarding reading 


from DOUBLEDAY 


THE SECRET SAYINGS 
OF JESUS 


RoBERT M. GRANT AND David NOEL 
FREEDMAN. An authoritative interpre- 
tation of the highly controversial 
“Gospel of Thomas” — found with 
other ancient documents in Upper 
Egypt in 1946 which have been 
ranked in importance with the Dead 
Sea Scrolls. The 114 (sayings of 
Jesus) are translated in full, and crit- 
ically evaluated as evidence, first on 
the historic Jesus, and second, of early 
Christianity’s main rival, the Gnostic 
sects. $ 


CALM DELIGHT 


E.ste CHAMBERLAIN. Thirty-two daily 
devotional readings, one third of each 
written by the author, two-thirds 
drawn from modern Christian clas- 
sics, presented by an experienced 
Congregational minister. “She shows 
a rare flair for finding the richest kind 
of spiritual fare . . . Far from being 
the usual daily crumb of sweetness 
and light, here is daily deepness and 
insight.” — MARGARET T. ras 
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THE RULE OF GOD 
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G. Ernest WriGcuT. Contents: The 
Identity of God (Isaiah 40-41); The 
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and Community (The Biblical Doc- 
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OVER 2,000,000 SUNFLOWER DISH CLOTHS 
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Clubs, Groups, etc. They enable you to earn 
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your organization. Sample Offcial. 
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Growing 


Growing 


“Grow up into Him in all things, which is 
the Head, even Christ.’ EPHESIANS 4:15 


Barrington College is growing in four ways that matter most to 


you: 


1. It’s growing in faculty and student quality. 


2. It’s growing in physical plant and modern equipment. 


3. It’s growing in scope of courses and in scholastic rating. 10 


majors are offered. 


4. It’s growing in prestige as a Christian higher educational 


institution. 


You too will grow at Barrington. 


Physical growth at Barrington is exemplified by the completion 
of a beautifully remodeled Musie Building and the breaking of 
ground for the first of the new dormitories on the Barrington 
campus. THE BIG MOVE of the whole college of over 500 to 
the Barrington campus is scheduled for 1960. 


Trustees, faculty, students and friends welcome this great forward 
step as the leading of the Lord. We hope God will stir the hearts 
of Christians all over America to provide at least a $10 share of 
the $1,680,000 needed to finance this essential construction. Pray 
about your share in the “BIG MOVE.” 


Send for catalogue and pictorial folder. Communicate please with 


the President, 


Dr. Howard: W. Ferrin 


BARRINGTON COLLEGE 
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tragic story is not far to be sought. 
The cause of Jewish Evangelism to- 
day suffers a four-fold disadvantage; 

Because of Roman Catholicism, the 
cause of contemporary Jewish evan- 
gelism suffers an historic disadvant- 
age. Romanist persecutions of the past 
are not forgotten by the Jewish peo- 
ple. The Jewish attitude toward the 
first century claimant to the Messi- 
anic: title is inevitably colored by Jew- 
ish observation and experience of His 
followers. 

Modern Protestant Liberalism con- 
tributes a doctrinal disadvantage. Its 
universalistic tendencies would urtder- 
cut the whole idea of Jewish evange- 
lism. 

The multi-colored cults of Christ- 
endom are responsible for a psycho- 
logical disadvantage. When confronted 
with the nonsensical and chaotic utter- 
ances and practices of these groups, the 
Jewish mind shrinks back in justified 
revulsion. 

Conservative or Evangelical Chris- 
tianity is admittedly guilty of produc. 
ing a practical disadvantage. Although 
this branch of Christendom is carry- 
ing forward the New Testament Gos- 
pel in the world today, it has largely 
failed to understand the Jew and has 
refused to present the Messianic mes- 
sage in categories appreciated by him. 
The inflexibility of its approach ren- 
ders it impractical, and this imprac- 
ticability spells ineffectiveness. 

Many people wonder why it is that 
Jewish people are not turning to the 
Messiah in greater numbers. The an- 
swer is to be found in large measure 
in the blunders of Christendom. When 
the historic and contemporary move- 
ment named by Christ is the major 
obstacle in the task of bringing Jew- 
ish people to Christ, there is but faint 
hope of witnessing the accomplishment 
of that objective. 

May Israel’s God usher in a new 
era of Christian appreciation of the 
Jewish predicament, and through it a 
new era also of effectiveness in Jew- 
ish evangelism! 


MARRIAGE 
(Continued from page 10) 


demn; to encourage rather than blame; 
to approve others because they are be- 
loved of Christ and not because they 
sufficiently meet the group’s standards 
of conduct. In such an atmosphere 
persons will have an emotional income 
which helps prevent ill-considered mar- 
riages resulting mainly from emotional 
hunger. Persons in fellowship like this 
gain courage to expose those aspects of 
their inner nature which they have sup- 
pressed as unacceptable. As he sees 
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that his fellow Christians continue 
their attitude of warm fellowship in 
the full knowledge of these facts, the 
person grows in his ability to rest in 
the forgiveness of God and in his abil- 
ity to replace a diffuse shallow socia- 
bility with personal relationships that 
grow richer and deeper. He learns to 
share himself with another. Thus he is 
far better prepared to enter into that 
divinely ordained relationship wherein 
two are to become “one flesh.” He can 
build a marriage in which unity of two 
persons in every dimension of person- 
ality can be attained. 

In all this, the pastor is the key fig- 
ure. His emphasis from the pulpit 
either enhances a sense of unity in his 
congregation or it encourages an at- 
mosphere of spiritual competitiveness 
in which every man is likely to be- 
come preoccupied with his neighbor’s 
shortcomings and where mutual sus- 
picion and fear of personal open- 
ness is prevalent. Preaching ultimately 
flows from the wellspring of the 
preacher’s own degree of spiritual ma- 
turity. Therefore it is important that 
the pastor keep in mind Paul’s admo- 
nition to Timothy, “Take heed to your- 
self and to the doctrine” (I Tim. 4: 
16). The pastor is unlikely to lift his 
people above the level of spiritual ma- 
turity he has reached in the area of life 
with which his sermon is concerned. 

But it is not enough merely to set a 
proper tone in the congregation. Well- 
conceived, skillfully executed pro- 
grams in preparation for marriage, 
pre-marital counseling, and family ed- 
ucation are needed in each congrega- 
tion. In our big cities of today these 
are not a luxurious appendage to the 
program of the church, nor are they 
some kind of “modernistic substitute 
for the preaching of the gospel.” They 
are desperately needed means through 
which the gospel message and the life 
in Christ can be given immediacy and 
meaning. ‘ 

Finally, every pastor worthy of the 
name will seek some kind of on-going 
program in which he can grow in 
counseling skills, especially in the 
sphere of marriage counseling. If today 
one is to take seriously the command 
to “tend the flock of God which is 
among you...” (I Pet. 5:2), then this 
must be seen as a command to concen- 
trate one’s pastoral concern and the 
healing message of the Gospel in those 
areas of human life where the sense of 
personal need is most acute. And today 
one is hard put to find an area of 
life where people feel more needy and 
show greater openness than that which 
has to do with marriage and family liv- 
ing. But one wonders if evangelical 
pastors and congregations will be able 
to seize the moment, or whether they 
will persist in the lamentable tendency 
to fight yesterday’s battles today. 
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In the messages of the twelve minor 
prophets, G. Campbell Morgan finds 
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elation of God’s love which was 
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prophet one by one: his times, his 
message and its application for the 
prophet’s own time and for today’s 
world. $2.75 
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CHORAL 

Sunday Sing Along. Vol. I. The Al- 
manac Singers. Arranged by Everett L. 
Anderson. Warner Bros. 1354 


When the Roll Is Called Up Yonder; Yield Not 
to Temptation; Leaning on the Everlasting Arms; 
Sweet By and By; Jesus Loves Even Me; Battle 
Hymn of the Republic. Side Two: Sweet Hour 
of Prayer; Shall We Gather at the River? Beau- 
tiful Isle of Somewhere; There Shall Be Showers 
of Blessing; On Jordan’s Stormy Banks; Now the 
Day Is Over. 


Herewith the Warner brothers climb 
aboard the “sing-along” bandwagon 
which is proving so popular and lucra- 
tive in the secular music field. That this 
album is expertly done cannot be de- 
nied, and if you have a yen to join in 
the singing, here is your opportunity. 

To encourage participation, every- 
thing is sung pretty “straight,” which is 
indeed a relief in these days of overly- 
elaborate hymn arrangements. Five 
copies of the hymns are included with 
the album, but they are all in male 
voice arrangements, since the Almanac 
Singers are a male group. But if you 
are a soprano or contralto, you prob- 
ably won’t have any trouble in finding 
your part and singing along. Not all 
of the printed arrangements are in the 
same key as what is heard from the 
record, but unless you are blessed with 
absolute pitch this will probably not 
trouble you.’ 

This disc, then, is more for “joining 
with” than for “listening to,” and ful- 
fills this purpose admirably. 


Beside the Still Waters. The Keller-York 
Quartet. Zondervan LP-550. $3.85. 
Until Then; But This I Know; Beside the Still 
Waters; You Can Have a Song in Your Heart; 
My Lord’s Been a Walkin’; I Know He Heard 
My Prayer. Side Two: According to Thy Lov- 
ingkindness; 1 Ask the Lord; Not My Will; 
Keep Walking; In Times Like These; A Home 
Up in Heaven. 


The description on the record jacket, 
“Music With a Western Flavor,” will 
perhaps place this disc for you. There 
are many today who enjoy what is 
loosely termed “Western” music, and if 
you are among them you may enjoy the 
tunes herewith presented. 

The voices of Mr. and Mrs. Charles 
York and Mr. and Mrs. Norman Keller 
are well-blended and they have a fine 
command of this style of singing. 


Music of the Methodist Church. South- 
ern Methodist University Choir, Lloyd 
Pfautsch,. director. Word 4018-LP. 
$3.98. 


O. For a Thousand Tongues (Wesley); Creep 
Along Moses (Gail Kubik); Jesus, Lover of My 
Soul (Wesley); There’s a Little Wheel a Turnin’ 
(Pfautsch); Love Divine (Wesley); Poor Man 
Lazarus (Hairston) ; The Church’s One Founda- 
tion (Stone-Wesley). Side Two: Lord, Bow Thine 
Ear to Our Prayer (Mendelssohn); Blind Man 
Stood on the Road (Bobnborst); He Watching 
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Reviewer Robert Elmore 


Over Israel (Mendelssohn); O Magnum Mys- 
terium (Victoria); Lead Me, Lord (Wesley); 
Lord, Who Is My Light (Schultz). 


This excellent choral group does great 
to Methodism and, more directly, to its 
excellent director, Dr. Pfautsch. No 
choir is ever any better than its direc- 
tion, and the beautiful tone, rhythmic 
precision, and meticulous vitality with 
which these young people sing, reflect 
honor upon the conductor. 

The repertoire leans heavily upon 
hymns, and they are well done. Besides 
these, there are choral works of greater 
interest and scope. In particular, one is 
grateful for the catholicity of taste 
which include a work of Victorian in an 
album _ representing the Methodist 
Church. 


a 
Glory! Glory! Hallelujah! ! Paul Mickel- 
son conducts the Cathedral Symphony 
of London and the Paul Mickelson 
Choir. Treasure Music Series. Word 
7004-LP. $3.98. 


Battle Hymn of the Republic (Steffe-Ringwald) 
(Choir and Orchestra) ; Lead On, O King Eternal 
(Smart-Mickelson) (Choir A Cappella); The 
Glory of God in Nature (Beethoven) (Orches- 
tra); This is My Father’s World (Shepherd- 
Mickelson) (Choir A Cappella); A Mighty For- 
tress (Bach-Damrosch) (Choir and Orchestra). 
Side Two: God of Our Fathers (Warren-Mickel- 
son) (Orchestra); God, that Madest Earth and 
Heaven (Welsh-Mickelson) (Choir A Cappella); 
All Glory, Laud, and Honor (Teschner-Cain) 
(Choir and Orchestra); All Creatures of Our 
God and King (Arr. Mickelson) (Choir A Cap- 
pella); Onward, Christian Soldiers (Sullivan- 
Simeone) (Choir and Orchestra.) 


In some ways this is a most remark- 
able record. Paul Mickelson is a mu- 
sician of exceptional gifts and many 
fine achievements to his credit, and the 
skill and devotion with which he does 
his work are undeniable. He is sur- 
rounded here by a chorus and orchestra 
of fine calibre, and the torrent of tone 
which pours from the shiny surface of 
this disc through my speaker-system 
is tremendous and, at times, truly thrill- 
ing. 

The vocal and instrumental soloists, 
heard incidentally from time to time, 
are splendid, and the choice of hymns 
is pleasing. If you enjoy hearing fa- 
miliar hymns arranged almost beyond 
belief, this recording will delight you. 

For myself, I cannot but feel that the 
strength and power of a hymn is in its 
sturdy simplicity. I am not speaking 
now of a chorale-prelude based on 4 
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hymn, which may be something quite 
different. But an “arrangement,” if it 
js to preserve the spirit and power of a 
fine hymn-tune, must stay within certain 
boundaries. 

Certainly these arrangements, ac- 
cepted for what they are, are magnifi- 
cently done. Mickelson’s skill in his 
craft is practically limitless, and his 
many devices and inventions are most 
felicitous in themselves. I have one ob- 
jection: the final chord of the Beet- 
hoven, which is otherwise played quite 
soberly, is definitely more Hollywood 
than Beethoven. That harp arpeggio 
with the sixth in it is something the 
master of Bonn would never have 
thought of. 

If you want exciting sound and “far 
out” arrangements, get this record. 


DICTION 
Love, Marriage and God. Compac. 
LCR 1166 $3.98. 


Our Wedding Day—Were You Afraid? Marriage 
Prayer. Lead the Way for Me. What Are You 
Living For? Side Two: I was Wrong, I am Sorry. 
In-Laws or Out-Laws? Pray Together, Stay To- 
gether. 


When Home Is Heaven. Compac. LCR 
1298. $3.98. 


Prayer for a Child. Remain Friends. We Are Not 
the Same. Table Talk. Side Two: The World Is 
Your Family. Make a Thrilling Choice. It Is 
Eventide. 

These two discs comprise several 
short, inspirational messages delivered 
by Dr. Louis H. Evans, former pastor 
of the First Presbyterian Church of 
Hollywood, California, and at present 
minister-at-large of the National Board 
of the United Presbyterian Church, 
USA. The talks are admirable, and if 
they are a bit on the light side, doubt- 
less that is because they are designed to 
reach a large and diversified audience. 

The musical background is played 
by a small instrumental ensemble, the 
music being composed and conducted 
by Dr. Leon Arnaud. It is in excellent 
taste. 


Tales from the Great Book. Volume 
Two. Joseph as told by Brian Aherne, 
Abraham as told by Ronald Reagan. 








(Children’s Bluebird Records) RCA | 


Victor. LBY-1029. $1.98. 


The stories of Joseph and Abraham, 
simplified and abbreviated for children, 
are excellently told by the two dis- 
tinguished actors, Brian Aherne and 
Ronald Reagan. Aherne has the richer 
vocal organ, and he uses it with great 
subtlety and skill, but Reagan, in his 
more straightforward, all-American-boy 
way, reads with charm and effective- 
ness. As an introduction to the biblical 
version of the stories, this record should 
prove useful and enjoyable. 

The occasional sound effects are good, 
but the almost continuous musical back- 
ground, played on a Hammond organ, 
is not. The stories would have been 
more effective without the constant 
throb in the background. To some dis- 
criminating listeners this places them 
on the level of the soap opera. 
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THE SCHOOL OF FAITH: THE CATE- 
CHISMS OF THE REFORMED 
CHURCH. Thomas FF. Torrance, 
Editor. Harper. 424 pp. $6. 


The reviewer is Bernard Ramm, profes- 
sor of systematic theology, California 
Baptist Theological Seminary, Covina, 
Calif., and author of “Pattern of Author- 
ity” (Eerdmans). 


This book is essentially the republi- 
cation of several creeds, some well 
known and others less, of the 16th and 
17th centuries which circulated among 
the Reformed Churches. The impor- 
tant item of the book is the introduc- 
tion by Torrance, who has spent a 
number of years at Basel under Karl 
Barth and is a well-known leader of 
Barthian thought in Scotland and Eng- 
land. In this introduction he presents 
his program of theology, a discussion 
which really deserves the dignity of an 
individual book rather than as serving 
as the introduction to another book. 


What is Dr. Torrance’s basic stance? 
It is his belief that the creeds here 
presented represent a purer and better 
version of Christian theology than the 
latter creeds of Protestant scholasticism. 
Especially singled out as a Protestant 
scholastic creed is the Westminster 
Confession which represents a narrow- 
ing, a moralizing, a _ rationalizing, 
and a schematizing of the Christian 


Niew BOM S 
Back to 


faith. It becomes especially scholastic 
and metaphysical in its Federal theol- 
ogy. 

Only occasionally does he refer to 
Roman Catholicism (which he of 
course rejects) and to religious liberal- 
ism against which he is very much op- 
posed. Repeatedly his chief target of 
criticism is the kind of Reformed faith 
presented in the Westminster Confes- 
sion. 

Torrance does not believe that these 
creeds are free from criticism but the 
sharp criticisms he claims to bring 
against them are not so sharp. The real 
criticism comes by way of implica- 
tion. The extended discussion of the 
nature of theological science as Tor- 
rance envisions it for the contempo- 
rary theologian is the real criticism of 
these creeds. 

Professor Torrance is no carbon 
copy of Dr. Barth. He is too able and 
too original a mind to be anybody’s 
carbon copy. But the influence of the 
great Basler is there. Some of the more 
obvious influences are: (1) The con- 
cept of one covenant of grace displac- 
ing the older Reformed notion of a 
covenant of works and a covenant of 
redemption. This virtually amounts to 
a kind of supralapsarian, i.e., man is 
created at first intention for redemp- 
tion. (2) The procedure in theology 
that all theological topics should be 
discussed Christocentrically or Christ- 


the Catechisms 


ologically. (3) The salvation of Christ 
and the election of God really intends 
all men, and men are lost and damned 
when they irrationally and incompre- 
hensibly flee God’s great love and 
grace. Here we have Barth’s universal- 
ism of intention but presented in a 
careful, guarded manner. A man may 
suffer damnation. (4) He also rejects 
with Barth the notion of a “light of 
nature” which illuminates creation in 
virtue of its own power. 

Torrance also represents some 
healthier advances in theology com- 
pared to what so many other theolo- 
gians of today are writing: (1) He has 
a strong doctrine of the work of the 
Holy Spirit and stresses the Spirit's 
supernatural work. This is refreshing 
in contrast to so many theologies of 
existential leaps. 
false disjunction that revelation is 
either in a Person or propositions, and 
notes that the truth comes to us as Per- 
son“and as Message. (3) Instead of 
following the intellectual sophistica- 
tion of many theologians—especially 
Americans!—he claims our notions of 
truth must be shattered upon the truth 
of Christ. (4) He has a solid appreci- 
ation of Reformed theology, and al- 
though he does not write in the 
Westminster Confession tradition, he 
offers us far more substance than one 
will find in Niebuhr or Tillich or Bult- 
mann. 





THE CHURCH REDEMPTIVE. Howard 
Grimes. Abingdon. 191 pp. $3.50. 


The reviewer is Paul K. Jewett, associate 
professor of systematic theology, Fuller 
Theological Seminary, and author of “Emil 
Brunner’s Concept of Revelation” (Allen- 
son). 


This volume is a worthy contribu- 
tion to the contemporary literature on 
the nature and task of the church. 
The author is professor of Christian 
education at the Perkins School of 
Theology of the Southern Methodist 
University. The emphasis, therefore, 
is on the practical, and the author 
modestly disclaims all finality for his 
suggestions. He is simply offering 
“guide posts which must be both modi- 
fied and tested in a local situation, 
and discarded insofar as they fail to 
actualize the life of the Body of Christ 
in a particular setting.” 


40 


In my opinion, the author is in the 
happy position of having done better 
than he professes. Limiting the major 
part of his discussion to the mission 
of the laity, he makes some very help- 
ful suggestions on ways and means of 
leading the people to express their faith 
and love in such a manner that Chris- 
tian service remains an act of worship 
of Almighty God, rather than degen- 
erating into the merely humanitarian 
efforts of a club. He also discusses 
Christian nurture as the responsibility 
of the believing community; group life 
in the church; the outreach of this 
life of fellowship; how it is to be led 
and administered. 

Throughout these various sections, 
Grimes shows himself to be abreast 
the current sociological discussions, 
and uses insights from these discus- 
sions to amplify and focus the prob- 
lems faced by the church. 


To me as a student of theology, 
the first section of the book was more 
interesting. Here the author, in brief 
compass, assays a discussion of what 
the church is, as a sort of prolego- 
menon to his more mundane sug- 
gestions. 

It is first of all refreshing to find 
one whose field of interest is practi- 
cal, taking time to work up the theory 
behind the practice. And, secondly, 
considering the bigness of the sub- 
ject—the nature of the church—and 
the narrow limits to which the dis- 
cussion is confined (50 pages) the 
author has done a good job. The thesis 
is laid down that the church is the 
body of Christ, not just an organi- 
zation; it is the covenant community 
of God’s people, not simply a group 
of individuals voluntarily entering i:ito 
a mutual contract. Since this is so, 
the church is always a _ redemptive 
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fellowship, created not by human ef- 
forts and schemes, but by the Holy 
Spirit. Only as we recognize this fact, 
and respond to the redeeming work 
of the Spirit personally and individ- 
ually, thus becoming responsible par- 
ticipants in the covenant community, 
will the church be able to achieve its 
true mission in the world. 


SEX AND LOVE IN THE BIBLE. William 
Graham Cole. Association. 437 pp. 
$6.50. 


The reviewer is Robert Lewis Wendt, 
associate professor of sociology, Salem 
College, Winston-Salem, N. C. 


A few weeks ago, Columnist Syd- 
ney Harris stated that too much trash 
was being offered the public in the way 
of books, especially so in the realm of 
religious books. This has certainly 
been true of books in the area of sex, 
love and family in the Bible. Some are 
trite, some take the proverbial text 
and “depart from it,” and some ride 
a hobby or grind an axe. 

The book by Dr. Cole does none of 
these things. Without reservation, it 
must be said that this is the best book 
that I have read in the field. William 
Graham Cole is thorough in his ex- 
ploration of the scriptural text, he is 
competent in his use of other sources, 
he is sharp and neat in his presenta- 
tion, he is persuasive in his manner 
and on top of all this, the book is so 
well written that it would be worth 
reading for just the sake of seeing 
words used effectively. The author can 
certainly turn just the right phrase to 
express himself. He conveys his mes- 
sage with key sentences and thoughts, 
these thoughts recurring time and time 
again, each time approached from a 
little different angle. 

Sex and Love in the Bible handles 
the most delicate areas with no false 
modesty. The author points out that 
those who extol prudery have never 
taken their cue from the Bible. He 
emphasizes the utter frankness of the 
Scriptures. The book deals with the 
entire gamut of premarital intercourse, 
sex in marriage, prostitution, adultery, 
divorce, homosexuality, masturbation, 
immodesty, rape, incest and bestiality. 
His major burden is to convey the con- 
cept of love in its real essence and he 
believes it can be found in the Bible. 
Some statements concerning the au- 
thenticity of revelation will disturb the 
more conservative reader, but there 
can be no argument with the message. 
This volume ought to be in every 
church library and available in a pa- 
perbound edition as quickly as possi- 
ble. An excellent index of subject mat- 
ter and scriptural references is to be 
found in the back of the book. 
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THE BERKELEY VERSION OF 


THE HOLY BIBLE 


IN MODERN ENGLISH 


® prepared by a staff of twenty qualified scholars 

@a complete new translation, not just a revision 

e large, clear type; beautifully printed and bound 

+ - a masterpiece of evangelical scholarship 

which can hold its head high and unashamed 

among modern translations of the Bible.’’ 
F. F. Bruce, University of Manchester, Editor, 
Evangelical Quarterly. 


Regular edition, $6.95 Deluxe yo ae $10.95 


ORDER FROM YOUR BOOKSELLER OR 


ZONDERVAN PUBLISHING HOUSE 


GRAND RAPIDS 6, MICHIGAN 


Genuine leather, boxed, $14. 











THE 


MOODY BIBLE 
STORY BOOK 


Written in vivid, imagina- 
tive language that makes 
the Biblé really live! Large, 
clear type — easy to read; 
over 400 stories in short 
chapters; 32 full-page draw- 
ings and 169 two-color illus- 
trations; full-color jacket; 671 
pages—6 x 9”. Finest in the field. 


icke}* ham i238 $4.75 at your 
CHICAGO 10 Christian bookstore 
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NEW TEACHER TRAINING 
COURSE in filmstrips 


These How-to- 
do-it courses will help your teach- 
ers do a better teaching job NOW! 
Pastors, S. S. Superintendents, 
Christian Ed leaders will find this 
material provides challenges and 
drive—gives solid foundation in 
teaching principles. 


@ SUCCESSFUL TEACHING - 8 SESSIONS 
© KNOW YOUR CHILD - 8 SESSIONS 
© BUILDING A BETTER SUNDAY SCHOOL - 4 SESSIONS 
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@ Week-by-week planning calendar 

© New, imaginative publicity plans 

@ Inspiring new VBS theme song - 
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@ Over 100 VBS accessory aids 

@ Exciting closing program plans 

© 17 VBS follow-up suggestions 


A complete preview of 
"Signaling for Christ,” the 
up-to-the-minute Vacation 
Bible School course for 1960. 
This spiritually vital course 
exalts Christ as Lord and 
Saviour . . . helps transmit 
Bible truth into the heart 
and life... teaches pupils to 
be signalmen for Him. 

Get your FREE copy now 
from your local Christian 
5gp0OK 1969 | bookstore or... 


plus 












4 D YES, we would like without cost or obligation our 
FREE copy of the 36-page VBS Guidebook ] 
1 1 Send special $3.40 Introductory Packet (odd 30c @ 
| postage). ' 
; Nam@.cccocccccccccccccccccccccoscoocccccecce e : 
J Address.....cecccccccceccccscccscvenesccsesces ; 
; as hocsis ci sssieecaes 4 pape a | 
fn ee eee Oe eee ee St SO : 
: Church Address.cocccccccccccccccscccpocccccsccs i 
uo Money enclosed $3.70 0 Bill i Church — ETS- 30 L 
——_ ——— 


41 





Ker mans 








BENEATH THE 
CROSS OF JESUS 


Meditations on the Passion 
of Our Lord 
R. E. O. WHITE. “So rich are these offer- 
ings that one would recommend that 
the meditations be read at well-spaced 
intervals“—Donald F. Ackland, Baptist 
Sunday School Board. $3.00 
Eerdmans Book for Lent 1960 


THE GOSPEL 
OF THE KINGDOM 


Popular Expositions on the 
Kingdom of God 
GEORGE E. LADD. “A first-rate piece of 
work” that guides the reader “step by 
step to a clearer understanding of the 
biblical teaching”—F. F. Bruce. $2.75 


STOP EXISTING 
AND START LIVING 


MERRILL F. UNGER. Don’t stay on a level 
with those who merely exist, states Dr. 
Unger in this choice book which shows 
the way to the victorious Christian life. 
$2.50 


THE WITNESS OF 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 


BERNARD L. RAMM. A comprehensive 
study of biblical teaching and a survey 
of this subject throughout the Christian 
era, in relation to other cardinal Chris- 
tian doctrines. $3.00 


At Your Bookstore or 


le] wes. p. come 


PUBLISHING COMPANY 
Grand Rapids 3, Michigan 











CHILD SALVATION 


What’s a Little Child Made Of? 


, THE NURTURE AND EVANGELISM OF 


CHILDREN. Gideon G. Yoder. Her- 
ald. 188 pp. $3. 


The reviewer is Eunice J. Fischer, 
editor of Primary publications for David 


| C. Cook Publishing Company, Elgin, IIl. 


I found this to be one of the most 
stimulating books on the Christian ed- 
ucation of children that I have ever 
read. The author presents many de- 
nominational viewpoints in a scholarly 
way and in such readable style that 
once the book is picked up, it cannot 
be set down until it has been carefully 
studied—from preface to closing bib- 
liography. 

My own copy of the book became 
dog-eared in one evening, as I made 
frequent pencil markings and turned 
down page corners every few minutes. 
I found myself occasionally pausing to 
ponder over my own childhood ex- 
periences and believe that I may have 
come a little closer to analyzing my 
own childhood steps in coming to 
Christ as Savior. I predict that other 
readers will do the same. 

Pertinent questions are raised by the 
author: What approximately is the 
“age of accountability”? Which comes 
first—nurture or evangelism? What is 
the basic difference between infant 
baptism and infant dedication? What is 
the relation between baptism and con- 
firmation? What views have been held 
by Christians through the years con- 
cerning the eternal destiny of those 
who have died in infancy? Is conver- 
sion a crisis experience or a gradual 
growing experience for a child? At 
what age shall we stress the sin aspect? 

Since each reader brings his own de- 
nominational background into the fore 
as he reads, one constantly finds that 


| with which one agrees, as well as that 


with which one disagrees but must ob- 
jectively consider. Thus the reading is 
a stimulating one—at times almost 
shockingly so. This creative thinking 
is certainly warranted, for—as Yoder 
points out—the Bible does not give us 
specific answers as to methods of evan- 
gelizing and nurturing children, nor 
the ages of children who should be 
given one approach or another. 
Therefore, more than one viewpoint 
has arisen, and many are presented in 
this book: ancient Jewish, Roman 
Catholic, Protestant churches practicing 
infant baptism, Protestant Churches 
practicing believers’ baptism, Horace 
Bushnell’s philosophy, the methods of 


Mr. Overholtzer of the Internationa] 
Child Evangelism Fellowship, _ the 
startling views of Jonathan Edwards 
and George Whitefield, and the author's 
own carefully thought-out conclusions, 

One cannot read the book without 
emotional response. On the one hand 
the reader considers the heart-search- 
ing testimony of Mr. Overholtzer of 
the Child Evangelism Fellowship as he 
worked directly with children and ob- 
viously felt divinely motivated to do 
his particular work in his particular 
way. On the other extreme, Jonathan 
Edwards certainly felt that he was pur- 
suing God’s sure way, when he stated, 
“As innocent as children seem to be to 
us, yet, if they are out of Christ, they 
are not so in God’s sight but are 
young vipers, and are infinitely more 
hateful than vipers.” 

My only criticism of the book—and 
reviewers usually find something to 
criticize—is that the book is based 
almost entirely on theory and not on 
actual studies of children themselves. 
The book’s jacket lists the author’s edu- 
cational background and mentions his 
pastorate and speaking engagements, 
but one looks in vain either on, or in, 
the book to find whether the author 
writes from a practical working knowl 
edge of how today’s children react to 
the eternal things of God. 

It takes years of studying many chil- 
dren—in urban and rural settings—of 
listening to them, of observing them, 
of praying with them, of playing with 
them, of talking with them, to get to 
know children. While human nature 
has not changed since the days of 
Luther and Jonathan Edwards and the 
ancient Jews, environmental factors 
have changed. One wonders, for exam- 
ple, if today’s American Space Age 
children have different needs at ages 
differing from the ages of children of 
previous generations of European chil- 
dren. 

But we must start with theories. and 
that Yoder has done. The book makes 
a vital contribution to the Christian Ed- 
ucation field. However, the evaluation of 
the author’s conclusions must only 
come when much research has _ been 
done in all denominational and in- 
dependent groups on the subject of 
“conversion readiness” and_ spiritual 
growth at various age levels. 

Yes, this is a stimulating book. It is, 
I think, the very kind of book that 
ETERNITY readers would enjoy reading 
carefully. 


ETERNITY 
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THE EVANGELICAL COMMENTARY 
ON THE BIBLE. THE ACTS OF THE 45 NIGERIANS SPEAK 
APOSTLES. Charles W. Carter and A an 
Ralph Earle. Zondervan. 434 pp. in the film - an 


f? $6.95. - pe 5p 

' The reviewer is F. F. Bruce, Rylands t 99} League’s nation-wide 

professor of Biblical Criticism and Exe- Scripture distribution 

gesis at the University of Manchester and and evangelistic cam- 
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usionl is planned to cover the whole Bible. fields of freedom in 
vithout | The editorial policy is aimed at main- our generation. 
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WHEATON 
TOURS 
EACH 


Daily lectures by tour leader. Fine Christian fellow- 
ship. Write today for FREE BULLETIN. Specify 
which tour. 

Address: Dr. Joseph P. Free 


WHEATON TOURS 


BOX 468, Dept. E-30 WHEATON, ILLINOIS 
Our 1960 Holy Land and European tours will include 
Oberammergau Passion Play. Tours to Yellowstone 
Park, Grand Canyon and Canadian Rockies. 
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Sermon Outlines 
From Sermon Masters 


by IAN MACPHERSON 


This collection of 550 sermon outlines 
is selected from the sermon plans of 
some of the best pulpit masters such 
as: G. Campbell Morgan, Charles Had- 
don Spurgeon and Alexander Mac- 
laren. The outlines are divided into 
groups according to the book of the 
New Testament from which the scrip- 
tural text is taken. Indexed. $2.50 


Questions People Ask 
About Religion 


by W. E. SANGSTER 


In the everyday language of the office, 
the farm, and the factory floor, Dr. 
Sangster answers 100 questions about 
religion such as: Is it true that prayer 
heals? Can’t I be moral without reli- 
gion? Do decent people need saving? 
Both Christians and non-Christians will 
find here new light’shed upon impor- 
tant subjects. $2.25 


Order from your bookstore 


Abingdon Press 





1960 LENTEN READING 


Bringing You to the Cross 


The reviewer is Herbert Henry Ehren- 


stein, 
Magazine. 


BENEATH THE CROSS OF JESUS. 
Reginald E. O. White. Eerdmans. 


159 pp. $3.00. 


CALVARY TO PENTECOST. F. B. 
Meyer. Baker. 90 pp. $1.75. 


CULTURE AND THE CROSS. G. Hall 
Todd. Baker. 111 pp. $2.00. 


MESSAGES ON THE RESURRECTION. 
Herschel H. Hobbs. Baker. 87 pp. 
$1.75. 


SEVEN TIMES HE SPOKE,. Olfert Ric- 
ard. Augsburg. 82 pp. $1.75 
(paper). 


THE CROWDS AROUND CALVARY. 
William F. Beck, and Paul G. Han- 
sen. Concordia. 120 pp. $1.50 
(paper). 


THE GRANDEUR OF GOLGOTHA. Neil 
M. Fraser. Loizeaux. 128 pp. $2.00. 


THE PATHWAY TO THE CROSS. Ralph 
G. Turnbull. Baker. 127 pp. $2.00. 


Quite a number of Lenten books 
have appeared again this year. Most of 
them follow the traditional pattern of 
either “the seven last words” or de- 
votional digressions through incidents 
related to the death and resurrection 
of our Lord. 

Turnbull’s The Pathway to _ the 
Cross, Hobbs’ Messages on the Resur- 
rection, Frazer's The Grandeur of 
Golgotha, Ricard’s Seven Times He 
Spoke, and Meyer’s Calvary to Pente- 
cost (a reprint), offer much of the 
long-acknowledged devotional _ treat- 
ment of Lenten themes. There is little 
to distinguish them as outstanding, 
though naturally, they contain useful 
material for meditation on Christ’s suf- 
ferings and triumph. 

Herschel Hobbs, in a second annual 
Lenten volume, has written a study of 
1 Corinthians 15 from the standpoint 
of a lawyer’s brief. This resurrection 
chapter is analyzed, the evidence pre- 
sented, in order to prove our own res- 
urrection. A novel treatment. 

The reprint of F. B. Meyer’s classic 
(1894) will appeal to devotees of this 
prolific writer of a past generation. 
And some may be intrigued by the 
style of Olfert Ricard, the most in- 
fluential Danish preacher of the early 
part of our century. He preached to 
capacity crowds regularly. The book 


contributing editor of ETERNITY 


mentioned here is a sample of his ora- 
tory in print, meditations on the seven 
words. 

I was most impressed, however, with 
three volumes which he considers ex- 
ceptional contributions to the Lenten 
reading of 1960. G. Hall Todd’s third 
annual Lenten book, Culture and the 
Cross, is a “thinking man’s” volume 
with a reader’s taste. Here are ten ser- 
mons on the usual events associated 
with the cross, but treated by a noted 
Presbyterian minister who is accus- 
tomed to stirring the intellect as well 
as the emotions. From his obvious 
wide reading and acquaintance with 
modern culture, the author offers the 
Christian world a superb little book 
filled with thought-provoking ideas. In 
short, the familiar stories of the final 
days of our Lord on earth are given a 
new twist. 

A paper-bound contribution to our 
Lenten reading is The Crowds Around 
Calvary by two Missouri Synod Lu- 
therans, William F. Beck and Paul G. 
Hansen. Consisting of two parts, the 
volume submits meditations on _ the 
seven words and a semi-psychological 
study of the crowds at Calvary. 

This has been done before by others, 
of course. But I feel that Beck and 
Hansen, by pertinent illustration and 
contemporary idiom, have succeeded 
in reaching the modern reader on his 
level. Excellent reading. 

The third outstanding contribution 
this year is Reginald E. O. White's 
Beneath the Cross of Jesus, the most 
expensive of the group, but also the 
most lengthy. Here are 33 meditations, 
each brief enough to be read in con- 
nection with the “Quiet Time”. The 
author, a British Baptist minister, di- 
vides his studies into five parts, 
treating: Paradoxes, Achievements, In- 
terpretations, Implications, and Con- 
siderations. 

These chapters cannot be read ra- 
pidly. Each paragraph is so packed 
with spiritual vitamins, it must be 
“chewed” thoroughly, digested fully, 
and applied personally. We might al- 
most say this is heavy reading in spots. 
It might not interest some who want a 
book just to skim through. But for the 


‘discerning reader, possibly somewhat 


weary of run-of-the-mill Lenten books, 
this volume will be a gem. 
Frankly, I am delighted to see new 
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volumes added to the Lenten collection 
each year. In one way, this must indicate 
a growing interest in Lenten observance 
on the part of increasing numbers of 
Christians. We are convinced that every 
Christian, whatever his church affilia- 
tion, can make the 40 days of Lent 
much more meaningful to himself if 
he will annually read and meditate on 
at least one good book produced for 
this season. 


MONSER’S CROSS REFERENCE BIBLE. 
Baker. 2,405 pp. $14.95. 


The reviewer is Walter R. Martin. 


This reprint of a volume published 
over 50 years ago is truly a volume well 
worth having in one’s library. 

Such outstanding biblical scholars as 
R. A. Torrey and A. T. Robertson 
worked on this combination concord- 
ance, lexicon, word study and cross 
reference volume. With the torrent of 
reprints filling Christian bookstores to- 
day, it behooves the wary purchaser to 
carefully weigh the value of any such 
publication. But in the case of this cross 
reference Bible, the investment is well 
worth while. 

It is a wonderful book to have as a 
study guide; the print is large and leg- 
ible, the notations easily and system- 


atically arranged and the over-all worth 
to interested students of Scripture, ex- 
tremely valuable. Here is a practical ref- 
erence work backed up with good 
scholarship and channeled in the con- 
servative field of theology. 


FAITH AND ITS DIFFICULTIES. J. H. 
Bavinck. Eerdmans. 85 pp. $2. 


The reviewer is Cornelius Van Til, pro- 
fessor of Apologetics, Westminster Theo- 
logical Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa., and 
author of “Defense of the Faith” (Pres. 
and Reformed). 


This little book is mainly concerned 
with the question of how to win men 
to an acceptance of Christian truth. 
One would therefore have expected the 
author, as a Reformed theologian, to 
lay stress on the clarity of this revela- 
tion by man on account of his sin. One 
would have expected Bavinck to make 
a clear distinction between revelation 
in nature and natural theology. 

Instead of this, the author tells us 
that “nature in itself is an unfathom- 
able riddle” and that the “God of na- 
ture is for us an unknown God.” 

True, man cannot comprehensively 
understand either nature or history. 
But it is also true that God is clearly 
revealed in both. Without the clarity 
of God’s revelation to man human re- 


sponsibility would disappear, Calvin 
says that the revelation in nature and 
history is so clear that all men ought 
to see their Creator, their bountiful 
Benefactor and their coming Judge 
there. As sinners men are willfully 
blind. It is their fault, not God’s, that 
they live in darkness. 

Of course, Bavinck’s primary pur- 
pose in speaking of the great Unknown 
of nature and history is to bring men 
to the realization of the need of Christ. 
“And, what is most important of all, 
Jesus shows us that the Unknown will 
not remain unknown forever. . . .” 

Bavinck wants to show men that 
they “should have begun from a differ- 
ent starting-point, namely, from the 
word of Christ Himself and from His 
promises.” And this involves repent- 
ance. Men must begin “from the top 
down.” 

It would have been far better if 
Bavinck had himself begun “from the 
top down” in his entire approach to 
the unbeliever. Then he would have 
made plain that all things are plain if 
seen in the light of God as revealed in 
Christ while all things are dark when 
not so seen. Then men would be chail- 
lenged to forsake the lie and love the 
truth. 

In other works Bavinck has done 
this very thing. 





The perfect 
companion 

for your RSV, 
Bible...and 
the perfect goft 
for Easter 


THE BIBLE WORD BOOK 
By Renald Bridges and Luther A. Weigle. Here is the 


fascinating story of words and phrases used in the King James version of the 
Bible, and how they have changed in meaning since the 17th century. 

The authors explain how developments in English usage, Biblical studies 
and archeological discoveries have made revisions of the King James Bible 
desirable and necessary. And they discuss the words or phrases used to replace 
obsolete ones in the Revised Standard Version Bible and other revisions. 

This is a book of interest and importance to every Bible reader, as well as 
to students and clergymen. Index of 2600 words and phrases. $5.00 


« 


The new 


RSV CONCORDANCE 
REFERENCE BIBLE 


Over 75,000 center-column references, a 192- 
page concordance and 12 full-color maps. 
Seven fine editions available. With India 
paper at $9.00 and $12.50. Deluxe Bible with 

ial Nelson Indopaque paper at $17.50 
and $22.50. 


Now on sale at your bookstore and 
denominational publishing house 


THOMAS NELSON & SONS 
Exclusive publishers of the 
Revised Standard Version Bible 
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IS IT true that the Old Testament is 
irrelevant for contemporary preaching? 
Edward J. Young, Professor of Old Testa- 
ment at Westminster replies: Christianity is 
rooted in history. The Old Testament is 
preparatory to the New and both are 
essential. parts of God’s revelation. He 
who does not know Moses and the 
Prophets cannot preach Cbrisi. 
Professor Young is one of a company of 
distinguished scholars who compose the 
faculty of Westminster. Qualified stu- 
dents of many denominations receive a 
unified course of study designed to pre- 
pare them for a ministry relevant to our 
day and faithful to the infallible Word 
of God. 

Courses leading to the B.D., Tb.M., and 
Th.D. degrees are offered. 


il 


For Catalogue write, 
Director of Admissions 
WESTMINSTER 
THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY 
Chestnut Hill, 


EDWARD J. YOUNG 
Philadelphia 18, Pennsylvania 











ON CALL 


by Lois Rowe, R.N. 


New, unique devotional book. 
Beautiful gift for a nurse. $3.50 


INTER-VARSITY PRESS, Chicago 10 


@ 
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ALL-NEW VBS Course 


Teachings of Jesus 


SINGLE THEME e GRADED e FULL COLOR 
REDI-CUT @ LOW COST e EASY TO TEACH 


FREE PLANBOOK fully describes ma- 
terial, methods for conducting inspirational 
VBS. Illustrates exclusive new Redi-cut 
pupils’ books. 

INTRODUCTORY KIT $4.50 value, only 
$3.75. Contains teachers’ manuals, one 
pupil’s workbook each grade, director's 
manual, VBS Planbook, publicity aids, etc. 


Write Today For 





INTRODUCTORY KIT containing all material 
described above, $3.75. 


Check enclosed for $. 
Nome. 








Address 





City. Zone State 
AT YOUR BOOKSTORE, or 


PUBLISHIN( 





HEBREWAPORTURUESE 
BL-LINGUAL GOSPELS 
| OF MATTH 


Jews ev@rywhere r@yere Hebrew, ‘‘the holy 
language”. Bi-Li al New Testaments, 
printed@in their (@wn language and in 
Hebrew jn parallefcolumns, afe not only 
a welcome but a Sought-after possession. 
Our Boaitd is coopgfating with The Society 
for Dist#ibuting th® Holy Scriptures to the 
Jews, London, @ expand ffe distribu- 
tion of These Tes: ents. 


Many Afousands jf Hebrew-Epglish, He- 
bre banish, Hefifew-French/@nd Hebrew- 
D Testame’ have bee distributed. 

B-tenths of Jews int orld speak 
one of these | ages. Theg# remains one 
more major Buage grougiof Jews to be 


reached. 

It i ited that the 
Portuguese 

great majority of th 

is wide open for x 

edition of 100,09 


are over half a 
aking Jews — the 
n Brazil. The door 
ing them. An initial 
Hebrew-Portuguese Gos- 
pels of will cost approximately 
$25,006 Berience with distributing the 
Bi-Lingual Testaments gives evi- 
dence that the Lord is mightily using them 
in the salvation of Jews. An immediate 
start should be made. Will you help? 


Bi-Lingual Testaments are being made 
available for distribution to all worthy Jew- 
ish missions in the world. They have al- 
ready gone into 70 different countries. This 
is one of the many missionary interests 
and activities of our Board. Write today for 
your free copy of our magazine, THE EVER- 
LASTING NATION, for the story of our 
world-wide ministry on four continents. 


Dr. Jacob Gartenhaus, President 
Dr. Robert G. Lee, 

Chairman Advisory Board, world 
renowned minister and author 
INTERNATIONAL BOARD OF 

j BJ JEWISH MISSIONS, INC. 
Box 1256, Atianta 1, Georgia 








DR. COUSINS 
(Continued from page 16) 


showed that it is the obligation of 
every man to show kindness towards 
all other men because they are made 
in the image of God. In fact, the be. 
liever in Christ, while not going to 
the folly of the Hindu who will not 
kill a louse for fear of destroying his 
grandfather in reincarnate form, must 
manifest his love towards every living 
thing. Solomon wrote, “A _ righteous 
man has regard for the life of his 
beast; but the mercy of the wicked 
is cruel” (Prov. 12:10). 

As this age draws to its dark end 
all those who have named the name 
of the Lord Jesus Christ must look to 
Him afresh, that He may live His life 
in us day by day. If Christ is in a man, 
that man must be kina and loving. He 
must not be that type of Christian 
who believes that black men do not 
have souls. He must not be that type 
of Christian who believes that as long 
as the doctrine is straight a man can 
live without ethics or social concern, 

No man lives to himself, and no 
man dies to himself (Rom. 14:7), 
Our daily prayer must be that the 
sensitivity of Jesus Christ may be in 
our hearts and our eyes, in our Steps 
and in our fingertips. The rough and 
uncOuth disciples were transformed by 
His presence and “Men took knowl- 
edge of them, that they had been with 
Jesus” (Acts 4:13). 

O Christ, be in me so that I may 
be involved, even as You were in- 
volved. 


CALM 


(Continued from page 17) 


sailed the seas was the ship, where He, 
the Creator of the sea, rested in such 
perfect calmness. 

And what divine calmness when He 
stood accused before His enemies! 
What a scene again, when as the Lamb 
He opened not His mouth and stood 
there in silence! And even in _ that 
which He suffered, He manifested His 
calmness, for He endured the Cross 
and despised the shame, till the hour 
came when He tasted that awful death. 

And thus may we, who are His, 
walk even as He walked, and in earth’s 
increasing sorrow enjoy His precious 
legacy. “Peace I leave with you; my 
peace I give unto you . . . Let not your 
heart be troubled, neither let it be fear- 
ful.” But in order to know this, to pos- 
sess it, to have it real, we too must 
trust and obey. “Thou wilt keep him in 
perfect peace whose mind is stayed 
upon Thee, because He trusteth in 
Thee.” “I will trust and not be afraid.” 
“I will fear no evil for Thou art with 
Me.” (Reprinted from “Our Hope,” 
Sept. 1922) 
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BY 


YOUR 
Questions 


DR. BARNHOUSE 


Answerep AND STAFF 


In this new department of ETERNITY Magazine, Dr. Barnhouse and the staff 
will answer questions regarding biblical understanding, spiritual truth and the 
Christian life and walk. 


Question: Is it proper to address God in prayer as “You”? 


Answer: It is the coming custom to address God as “You”. This probably sounds 
strange to us since we have become accustomed to addressing God as “Thee” 
and “Thou” according to the writing of the King James Version. There is an in- 
creasingly strong trend away from this today, however. Many earnest Christians 
see no harm whatever in speaking to God in the more modern terminology of 
“You” and “Your.” 

Some will immediately cry out against this practice as being an attempt to 
lower the dignity of God. For many there still remains a very important sense of 
reverence in the words “Thee” and “Thou.” The Revised Standard Version of 
the Bible, as you know, has rendered all the “Thee’s” and “Thou’s” by “You” 
and “Yours”, except in cases in which God is addressed. However, many people 
still find it difficult to pray publicly or privately, addressing God in what appears 
to be an “old-fashioned” way. Thus, increasingly, we hear folks addressing God 
in the more familiar fashion. 

Whether this is right or not must be decided by the individual. In other lan- 
guages, such as French and German, invariably God is addressed as “You.” This 
does not at all sound strange to the French or German ear. As far as the spiritual 
value is concerned, it is just as proper to address God as “You” as it is to address 
Him as “Thou.” Many ministers, however, still prefer to retain the older form, 
believing that it adds more dignity to the public prayer. 


Question: I believe all that the Bible teaches about the fall of Adam and the fact | 


that the Devil was responsible for it. But where did the Devil get his evil streak? 
Why was he sinful and rebellious, since he was the creation of God, and should 
have been as perfect as every other creature? How could he have had his thoughts 
of rebellion, corruption and desire to make war on God and the rest of creation? 


Answer: When God created the Devil, 


robots or automatons as His angelic beings, He gave Lucifer and the angels free 
wills. With those wills they could either desire to obey the will of God and serve 
Him voluntarily, or rebel against His orders and commands. 

Actually, we must admit that God put the potential of either good or evil 
within Lucifer and his fellow-angels. This is a necessary part of free will; without 
the capacity for choice, free will ceases to be free will. The Bible teaches that 


Lucifer chose to disobey God and consequently started down the pathway that led | 


into evil. Apparently, numbers of his fellow-angels followed him in his defection, 
and became fallen angels. Lucifer became the Devil, Satan, the tempter, arch- 
enemy of God. 

We must not think it so horrible that God placed within Lucifer the capacity 
for good and evil. The same was true of Adam and Eve. They too, had free 
wills, capable of being made subservient to God’s will, or turning down the path- 
way of evil. Remember Isaiah 45:7, “I form the light and create darkness: I make 
peace, and create evil. I the Lord do all these things.” In the last analysis, God 
had to be the creator of at least the potential of evil as the result of disobeying 
His will. Otherwise, it is necessary to accept the old Persian dualism of two 
creators, one good and one evil. 

However, neither Lucifer nor man was forced to disobey God. The choice they 
made was their own and they were held responsible for it, even though it had 
been known to God from all eternity. 
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DR. WILLIAM CULBERTSON 
President of Moody Bible Institute 


speaks on the fundamentals 
of the faith. 


More About Inspiration 


“Those who are dedicated to the fundamen- 
tals of the faith hold truly that the inspira- 
tion of the holy Scriptures has to do with 
the original manuscripts. They then hon- 
estly admit that none of these original man- 
uscripts are available to us in that form 
today. It is not difficult to understand why 
some men think that such a belief is use- 
less—so much controversy about nothing. 
If we admit that inspiration has its imme- 
diate bearing on manuscripts we do not 
possess, why insist upon the doctrine? 
“First of all, let us turn the matter 
around. Certain it is that if the original was 
not inspired, then the copies in no way 
reflect an inspired Book. The question, in 
our judgment, is therefore, How much do 
the copies actually reflect the originals? 
Such a study calls for meticulous and difi- 
gent research. God has blessed His people 


| with competent, careful, consecrated schol- 
| ars who through the years have worked in 


this field. Their work under God’s special 
providence clearly establishes that the old 


. ' and accepted English translations and ver- 
he was not the Devil as yet. He was | 


Lucifer, highest of the angelic beings (Isaiah 14:12ff). Because God did not want | 


sions are authoritative. 

“In the second place, it is impossible to 
read the Word of God—the sixty-six books 
of the Old and New Testaments—without 
seeing the claim is made time and time 
again that this is God’s message. Moreover, 
according to our Lord, the Scriptures are 
authoritative, true, and final. What He 
thought, we must think.” 

Every Christian should have a copy of 
Dr. Culbertson’s book God’s Provision for 
Holy Living, a happy blending of Bible 
study and practical exhortation. 112 pages, 
paper bound. For your free copy, write 
Moody Bible Institute, Dept. ET-0-862, 
820 N. LaSalle Street, Chicago 10, Illinois. 
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3 CRITICAL ISSUES 
(Continued from page 22) 


tude, providing advice for the adoles- 
cent who is growing toward adulthood. 
With information and advice the 
teen-ager can exercise his judgment 
and learn to make decisions in a re- 
sponsible way in preparation for living 
as a mature Christian adult. This does 
not mean that young people should be 
permitted to make all decisions by 
themselves. Young people in their early 


teens can be given the less important 
decisions to make. As they approach 
the age of legal responsibility deci- 
sions of greater importance should be 
granted them. The function of parents 
and teachers, then, becomes one of 
guiding the adolescent into mature 
Christian adulthood. They may in- 
struct him authoritatively in his child- 
hood years and indoctrinate him with 
Christian ideals, for we have the com- 
mand to train’ up a child in the way he 
is to go (Prov. 22:6). In the adoles- 


cent years (13 to 21), however, this 
becomes a matter of imparting infor- 
mation and providing guidance so that 
he will learn to exercise his reason 
and judgment. Teachers should give 
the growing adolescent opportunities 
to assume more and more responsibil- 
ity and to become increasingly self- 
reliant. As he assumes this additional 
responsibility, he should also find him- 
self more dedicated to God because he 
himself desires it. 

Our aim is to educate our young 





BIBLE STUDY MISSIONS 


March 1960 


DONALD GREY BARNHOUSE 
February 28-March 4 


West Side Presbyterian Church, 3601 California Ave., 


Seattle 16, Washington 
Sunday, 9:30 a.m. 


Ravenna Boulevard Presbyterian Church, 564 Ravenna 


Blvd., Seattle 5, Washington 
Sunday, 11:00 a.m. 


First Presbyterian Church, 7th Ave. and Spring St., 


Seattle 4, Washington 
Sunday through Friday, 7:30 p.m. 
March 6-11 


First Presbyterian Church, 4th Ave. and Cedar St., 


Spokane, Washington 


Sunday, 9:30, 11:00 a.m.; 7:45 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, 7:45 p.m. 


March 13 


Millwood Presbyterian Church, Euclid and Marguerite 


Sts., Spokane, Washington 
Sunday, 9:30, 11:00 a.m. 
March 20-25 


First Presbyterian Church, 12 C. Street, Salt Lake 


City 3, Utah 
March 27-April 1 


Central Presbyterian Church, 6800 Montview Blvd., 


Denver 7, Colo. 
Sunday, 11:00 a.m.; 7:30 p.m. 


Monday through Friday, 7:30 p.m. 


RALPH L. KEIPER 
February 21 
Broadway Presbyterian Church, 


Sunday, 11:00 a.m.; 8:00 p.m. 
February 28 


Landover Hills Baptist Church, Landover Hills, Mary- 


land 
Sunday, 11:00 a.m. 
March 6, 13 


Manoa United Presbyterian Church, Eagle Road and 


Sunnyhill Lane, Havertown, Pa. 
Sundays, 9:45 a.m. 
March 20 


Tremont Temple Baptist Church, 88 Tremont St., 
Boston, Mass., Sunday, 11:00 a.m., 7:00 p.m. 
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114th Street and 
Broadway, New York 25, New York 


Here is your March schedule of Bible 


Study Missions, Bible classes and other 
speaking engagements, featuring Eternity’s 
editor-in-chief and contributing editors. 


Mark your calendar now for the dates 


when they’ll be speaking in your state, 


March 24-27 


Grace Baptist Church, 609 North Main St., Attleboro, 


Mass. 


Sunday, 11:00 a.m.; 7:30 p.m. 
Weekdays, 7:30 p.m. 


March 30-April 3 


Grace Conservative Baptist Church, Orchard St. and 
Demarest Avenue, Nanuet, New York 


Sunday, 11:00 a.m.; 7:30 p.m. 


Weekdays, 7:30 p.m. 
HERBERT HENRY EHRENSTEIN 


March 3, 17, 24, 31 


Greater Northeast Bible Class, First Brethren Church, 
Oxford Ave. and Knorr St., Philadelphia 11, Pa. 
Thursdays, 8:00 p.m. 


March 6-11 


First Baptist Church, 35 Broadway, Jackson, Ohio 
Sunday, 9:30 a.m.; 7:00 p.m. 
Monday through Friday, 7:30 p.m. 


March 27 


Ruggles Street Baptist, 159 Ruggles Street, Boston 20, 


Mass. 


April 1 


Sunday, 5:45 p.m. 


Penn Christian Fellowship, Houston Hall, University 
of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia Pa. 
Friday, 7:30 p.m. 


WALTER R. MARTIN 


March 7, 14, 21, 28 


New York Bible Class, St. Luke’s Lutheran Church, 
308 West 46th St. (near 8th Ave.), New York, New 


York 


Mondays, 7:30 p.m. 


March 1, 8, 15, 22, 29 
Bible Class of Philadelphia, J. R. Miller Memorial 


Presbyterian Church, Chestnut and Heather Roads, 


Upper Darby, Pa. 
Tuesday, 7:30 p.m. 


For information on obtaining one of these speakers 
for a Bible Study Mission in your church, write to: 


Director of Bible Study Missions 
The Evangelical Foundation, Inc. 
1716 Spruce Street 

Philadelphia 3, Pennsylvania 
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people so that they will be capable of 
living responsible, self-reliant, Spirit- 
filled lives—lives dedicated to God. 
Teachers and parents should not feel 
compelled to choose between interest 
or effort, freedom or discipline, in- 
doctrination or impartation. Each has 
its place in the learning process 
throughout life. Each has its proper 
function when employed as God leads. 


CASTRO 
(Continued from page 26) 


of ministerial and other leadership 
training and, perhaps most important, 
a lay-training program comprehending 
the entire church. 

In the struggle to carry out their as- 
signments of the next ten years, con- 
servative evangelical missionaries will 
find it increasingly necessary to draw 
together in joint ventures and coopera- 
tive efforts. In fact, one development 
of the future may be a movement 
toward the merger of many independent 
organizations. But whether this repre- 
sents the solution to the need for 
closer working together or not, con- 
servatives will be subject to an in- 
creasing pressure from the ecumenical 
movement and the force of circum- 
stances will not allow them to pursue 
separate isolationist paths. The next 
ten years will demand either some com- 
ing to terms with world ecumenism or 
the closer drawing together of evan- 
gelicals in some pattern of evangelical 
fellowship and cooperation of their 
own. 

This may represent some of the hu- 
man answers to what the next ten 
years will bring. But the answers are 
not necessarily to be found alone on 
the human level. God’s answer may 
transcend our human thinking, taking 
unexpected, supernatural form—the 
revival in Latin America for which 
many have long prayed. 

Better still, the noise of human 
strife may be drowned out by the loud 
sound of the trumpet that heralds our 
Lord’s return. God hasten that happy 
event. But in the meantime while the 
day lasts there is work to do. The next 
ten years are already here! 





SPAIN 
(Continued from page 13) 


personalities, ready to follow the govern- 
ment as called upon. This is understand- 
able enough, considering the system for 
episcopal election granted to Spain by 
the Holy See on pressure from the 
Spanish government. 

(According to an old privilege of 
the Spanish Crown, the King has the 
tight to choose three names among 
those who are qualified for bishoprics. 
These names—with the one that is the 
choice of the King underlined—are 
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| CHRISTIAN FAITH RECORD CLUB 
Box 667, Reseda, California i 
Please register me as a member of the Christian | 


| Faith Record Club and send me the four albums 
| have listed below, for which | will pay $3.98 | 


128 favorite aymns, cho- | when billed. | agree to buy four other albums | 
ruses to spark youth | offered by the Club within the next year, for each 
meetings. Low cost: of which | will be billed at the manufacturer's | 


. nationally advertised price, usually $3.98, at times 
pocket $1ze only 39¢ | $4.98 (plus a small charge for postage and han- I 
each, large size 67¢ each |} | dling). | 

















in quantity. Spiral bind- ; | 
ing, pages lie flat. At I Records Listed by Number...........++eeeee0- | 
book, music stores, J Name .-..eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeer teense eee ees | 
Praise Book CMD. dake tcucwe) dons owes see eoe leases : 
PUBLICATIONS I city ie ania heh ek os Bibi6 abe Zone... State........ | 
Bouno., MINNESOTA Send no money. A bill will be sent. Albums can 
| be shipped only toU.S., its territories and Canada. | 
Canadian membership is slightly higher. Details | 
' P furnished upon request. EX 
When you write our advertisers, tell ||'|——-——— i oeaaianeiannieniaaieeiaemienimiaaianl 
them you saw it in ETERNITY. he: ees eee 








The Vacation Bible School Material for You 


THE HERALD SUMMER BIBLE SCHOOL SERIES 
A new theme WALKING WITH JESUS 


but the same sound closely graded permanent material 


The Theme The Material 


As Enoch, Noah, Abraham, Joseph, Christ centered in purpose 


Moses and Stephen walked with God Bible centered in content 
Child centered in approach 


by faith, so today we walk with Jesus Experience centered in method 

by faith, heeding His commandments, Evangelistic in emphasis 

seeking His will and obeying His Word. The Goal 

The ten daily devotions emphasize this To pring every child into a personal 
walk with Jesus. relationship with the living Christ. 


The Herald Summer Bible School Leader’s Guide. Write for your free copy today! 


This 32 page book contains 
theme for 1960, theme song, ten devotions, sug- 
gested closing program, description of each grade, 
buyers guide and helpful hints. 


And information on 

superintendent’s manual, supplies and promo- 
tional aids, foreign editions, sample kits and 
filmstrip. 





Get your free Herald Summer Bible School 
Leader’s Guide at your local bookstore or 
write to 


HERALD PRESS Dept. E, Scottdale, Penna. 


Please send me a free Herald Summer Bible School Leader's 
Guide. 


Name 
Address 











C0 Pastor [) Supt. (1 Chr. Ed. Dir. (J Teacher ([] Other................ 



























































New Filmstrip for FREE Use 


VBS 196 


Please send me information on the Christ- 
centered, colorful Gospel Light 1960 VBS 
«Pioneering with Christ,” plus: 
s CJ New filmstrip, “It’s Later Than It’s Ever 
® Been Before,” for free use in our church, 
§ with sound on [] 33% record or [] tape. 
8 Date needed: or 


H O Sample Kit of books only: director’s 
® guide, plus teachers’ and pupils’ books. 
3 32.95. (Returnable.) Included free: record 
H of VBS tips by Ethel Barrett. 

’ C0 Sample Kit of books plus new Bible 
KitKraFt packaged craft. $4.95.(Return- 
able.) Also includes Ethel Barrett record. 
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Name 


Address. 
City, State. 











Church 
Send this to your VBS supplier or Dept. F 


= : Gospel Lig ht Publications 


Glendale 5, W208 « Mound, Minnesote 
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FORGOTTEN 
RELATIVES 


“If don’t know each other person- 
ally is never mind. But the ghost of our 
Lord unites us as one family.” 
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This was the sentiment, expressed 
in a letter, by a Hebrew Christian mother 
in Israel, whom we helped in her desperate 
plight. Her English may have been faulty 
but not her idea of Christian brotherhood. 


There are many Jewish believers in 
Christ in Israel, Poland, Hungary, Ger- 
many, and indeed across the face of the 
earth, who need our understanding, love, 
and encouragement. We seek to help these 
“our forgotten relatives” that they may 
not perish under crushing burdens beyond 
endurance. 


Our teams of dedicated workers 
preach the Gospel of Salvation and min- 
ister lovingly so that none of these should 
perish for whom Christ died. 

Will you help us in this sacred 
task? Your loving and generous help is 
most urgently needed. 

Write tor free copy of the most 
challenging, informative and heartwarming 
missionary publication, ISRAEL MY 
GLORY. 





| today is 








THE FRIENDS OF ISRAEL ad 
Missionary and Re i 
Rev. Victor Buksb a! 
330-ET Witherspoon Bidg., Philadelphia 7, "Po. 


Canada: Rev. Bruce Millar 
1066 Avenue Road, Toronto 12, Ontario 


UNUSUAL MISSIONARY OPPORTUNITY 








TO assist with your tithes and offerings in a Chris- 
tian maternity shelter for unmarried mothers and 
their babies seeking to rehabilitate lives, and bring 
about a change through personal relationship to 
the Lord Jesus Christ. 


HEARTSEASE HOME FOR WOMEN AND BABIES 
413 EAST Sist STREET, NEW YORK 22, WN. Y. 








submitted to the Pope for his final ap- 
proval. Usually the one elected is the 
one marked by the King. After a long 
controversy, Pius XII extended this 
privilege to Franco.) 

Consequently, no clergyman’s nat- 
tural ambition for preferment can ma- 
terialize unless he is an unconditional 
supporter of the government. He may 
have all the qualifications for an epis- 
copal career, but if he does not sym- 
pathize with the government he will 
never be elected. 

Nonetheless, Rome is older than 
Spain and the Papacy is something 
more than a 20-year-old dictatorship. 
The Vatican is appointing auxiliary 
bishops (bishop coadjutors) with the 
right to succession. These “Vati- 
canist” bishops do not have to be sub- 
mitted to the previous examination of 
the government. After the Franco re- 
gime has vanished, the church of 
Rome will have its own group of 
bishops leading the flock. 

Although Spain lacks a real Catho- 
lic majority, there will be no violent up- 
rising of the traditional anti-clerical 
forces in the near future. The only 
really effective anti-clerical movement 
found among the young 
clergy. After the painful experiences 
of the Republic and the Civil War, the 
new forces of the opposition do not 
think of the Church in terms of 1931, 
much less in terms of 1936; the task 


| ahead is rather that of freeing the 


Church from its political bonds, and 
purifying the state of Caesarism. 
What does the future hold for the 


| Roman Catholic Church is Spain? 


The Church rapidly recovered from 


bitter controversy in the near future. 
The Church has most crudely ex- 
ploited the country. Enormous sums 


| have been given it for the most ex- 
| travagant purposes: restorations of old 
shrines, 


foreign missions, and above 
all luxurious new seminaries and epis- 
copal palaces. 

The government has paid for all 
this. In addition, under the Concordat, 
it has paid damages to the Church for 


| what it suffered under previous re- 


gimes. It is for the Church to spend its 
budget as it believes best for its own 
development, but should the govern- 
ment pay for damages inflicted more 
than 100 years ago? Even conceding 
that, are there not needs more urgent 
than the comfort of a bishop or the 
restoration of a venerable relic? Such 
needs have been disregarded by the 
Church in its years of victory; but in 
time judgment will be made by other 
standards. 

Some honest leaders have already 
rendered their verdict against the 





| its material losses of the Civil War, | 
| such as buildings, landed property and 
| schools. This, together with the signing | 
of the Concordat, will be a source of | 


| 





HERE‘S MY COUNSEL TO 
FELLOW CHRISTIANS 


when they say: 
“We'd like to put our money 
in the Lord’s work, but we need 
the income from it” 


(—and if you are faced with the 
same problem, perhaps you'd be 
interested in hearing what I tell 
these Christian friends) 


I know of a very satisfying solution that will 
enable you to give to the Lord’s work—and 
to receive a regular, secure income, too. 


I can recommend two plans which have 
been well received by many Christian men 
and women—both provide generous returns 
on your money, and without risk of any kind. 


Income for Life... 


The first is Moody Annuities, which assure 
you of a guaranteed income (up to 814%, 
depending on your age) as long as you live, 

ese annuities are backed by ail the re- 
sources of Moody Bible Institute. The In- 
stitute has never been late, or missed a 
single payment in more than 50 years. 


Unlike stocks which vary with market 
fluctuations, annuity payments are always 
the same, regardless of economic conditions. 
Annuity checks come regularly, annually or 
semi-annually, as you prefer...no invest- 
ment problems, no fees to pay, a truly worry- 
free income—and much of it is tax exempt. 


Deposit Agreement? Plan... 


is my other recommendation for you. This 
plan enables you to place surplus funds in 
the Lord’s work—with the privilege of with- 
drawal in case of emergency. Deposits (in 
multiples of $100) may be made at any time. 
Current rate of interest on this plan is 344% 
per year. This plan is also backed by all the 
resources of the Institute. 


With either plan, you'll have peace of 
mind, plus the joy of sharing in Moody’s 
many Christ-honoring ministries... know- 
ing that your money is being used to help 
train missionaries, pastors and other church 
workers...and to proclaim the gc 
through the printed word, gospel-science 
films, daily broadcasts and the other varied 
ministries of Moody Bible Institute. 

I heartily recommend both plans for your 
consideration and would suggest that you 


CLIP AND MAIL COUPON TODAY 


| Write: Annuity Department Dept. ET-0-41-2 | 
| MOODY BIBLE INSTITUTE ] 
| 820 N. LaSalle Street © Chicago 10, Illinois | 
| Please send me, without obligation, information | 
l relating to: [] Moody Annuity Plan. [] De- 

i] posit Agreements. [] Wills. 
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Church. As Father Llanos, S.J., has 
put it, the Spanish Church is not 
founded on the spirit and the grace of 
God, but on human expediences. 

The priests educated in these luxu- 
rious seminaries may be very well 
trained, but they will always be for- 
eign to the people. Moreover, they will 
feel themselves foreigners, for many 
of them have been recruited from the 
poorest families; they went to the sem- 
jnaries because they had no other way 
of getting an education, or maybe 
even food. Cut off from the suffering 
of their families, they will never be as 
those who have shared the sorrows of 
their fellowmen. 

In short, Spanish Catholicism, to- 
day, is plagued with false presupposi- 
tions and with Pharisaism. A clarifica- 
tion of this situation is imminent. 
When a majority of Spaniards choose 
to live up to their faith according to the 
Church of Rome, then we can say 
that Spain is a Catholic country. But 
only then! And of course, that “then” 
is not now. Today Spain is not a Cath- 
olic country. 


PROPHET 
(Continued from page 24) 


you with ramparts, surrounding you 
and hemming you in on every side. 
And they will hurl you and your chil- 
dren to the ground—yes, they will not 
leave one stone standing upon another 
—all because you did not know when 
God Himself was visiting you” (Luke 
19:41-44). 

The dire picture of calamity and 
doom which Jesus painted did not, 
however, stop with the destruction of 
Jerusalem. He accurately foretold how 
the Holy City would be under foreign 
domination for a long time—almost 
two thousand years as it turned out! 
“Jerusalem will be trodden down by 
the Gentiles (foreigners), until the 
times of the Gentiles are fulfilled” 
(Luke 21:24), prophesied Jesus. 

The history of Jerusalem since 
Jesus’ day has been one long story of 
foreign rule and grinding oppression 
of the Jews. It continued under Ro- 
man dominion until the Persians con- 
quered the city in A.D. 613; the 
Saracens took it 24 years later and 
the Turks in A.D. 1077. The Chris- 
tians (Gentiles, of course) held it 
from A.D. 1099 to 1187 when the 
Sultan of Egypt and Syria obtained 
possession. With the exception of two 
more short rules by the Christians, it 
remained in the hands of the Moham- 
medans until taken over by the Eng- 
lish in 1917. Since then foreign con- 
trol has continued. Even today, with 
the Jewish nation of Israeli once 
again established in the land, Jeru- 
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“I constantly find 
material in the 
Pilgrim Bible notes 


which I have been unable to find else- 
where. I have recommended it to thous- 
ands.”—REv. Pui H. Gisson, Pastor, The 
Village Church, Burbank, Calif. 


The Pilgrim Bible ex- 
plains God's Word while 
you read. All notes, helps, 
etc. are presented with 
utmost simplicity and ap- 
pear on the same page 
with the verse to which 
they refer. Dr. E. Schuyler 
English and 37 contrib- 
utors produced this an- 
notated edition of the 
AUTHORIZED KING JAMES 
VERSION. In various bind- 
ings from $5.50, at your 
bookseller. Oxford Univer- 
sity Press, 16-00 Pollitt 
Drive, Fair Lawn, N. J. 
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salem is divided. Half of the city 1s 
still “trodden down by the Gentiles” 
(Arabs). 

Not only would the Jews remaining 
in Jerusalem be persecuted, Jesus went 
on to declare, but their fellow Jews 
would be scattered among nations all 
over the world to be enslaved, ex- 
ploited and to undergo terrible suf- 
fering and persecution. “For great dis- 
tress shall be upon the earth and 
wrath upon this people; they shall 
fall by the edge of the sword, and be 
led captive among all nations,” said 
Jesus (Luke 21:23, 24). 

The course of history has borne 
out this prophecy in an astounding 
way. At the fall of Jerusalem in A.D. 
70, the Jews were captured and sent 
as slaves all over the Roman world. 
Even in 1863, after 1800 long years, 
there were still only a handful of 
Jews to be found in Palestine. The 
other millions were scattered over the 
face of the whole earth in every coun- 
try and nation. Not until 1917 did 
the Jews begin to return to Palestine. 
Aided by the horrible pogroms in 
Nazi Germany and Communist Rus- 
sia, they finally in 1947 established 
their own nation once more in “the 
promised land” (Deut. 28:63-67; 30: 
1-5). 

In a dramatic way, Jesus foretold 
the founding of the Christian Church 


following his death. He declared 
nothing could ever dest it 
even the power of Satan hims@f. 
I tell you, you are Peter, and of 
rock I will build my church, and 
powers of death (gates of Hades) 
not prevail against it” (Matt. 16 

In spite of the overwhelming 
and diabolical cunning of the 
mies of Christ in every gene 
vainly struggling to stamp out 
Church, it has continued to thriv 
almost 2,000 years. Today there 
established Christian Church in 
nation of the world—even in athe 
anti-Christian Russia! 

Finally, Jesus predicted~-the 
bloody history of Christian 
dom which would be the seed f 
which His Church would spring: 
flourish. He foretold the persee 
and hatred with which the 
would greet the Christian, in 
age and generation. “Then they 
deliver you up to tribulation, and 
you to death; and you will be hate 
all nations for my name’s sake” ( 
24:9). 

Jesus, the incomparable Prop 
not only fully authenticated His ¢ 
to be unique among all other prop 
but He also verified His claims 
Deity through the unanswerable ¢ 
onstration of His amazing powel 
pfophecy—accurate to the last de 
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One Stroke at a Time 


By LILLIAN GRAFFAM 


Eight-year-old Alan proudly held up the little “minnow” swimming 
badge he had just earned by swimming 75 feet. I had never seen him stay | 
up more than a dozen strokes, and was surprised, so asked, “How did 
you ever do it?” His answer was logical: “I was tired, but I kept taking 
one more stroke.” The distance from one end of the pool to the other 
did not concern him—he concentrated on just one more stroke. 

It is human nature to wish we could foresee the future, but God 
knows that it might look too troublesome or tiresome, and we would 
be discouraged before we started. He wants us to take but one “stroke” 
of living at a time, knowing that He will direct our way as we go along. 
His love and concern for us will buoy us up, even as the water holds up 
the swimmer who rests in it, and on it, instead of wearing himself out 
fighting it. When circumstances tire us out and we feel that we surely 
will go under, then is the time to take one more stroke of faith in God’s 
goodness, and dare to believe that He will lead us safely to the other side. 

We thank Thee, God, that we do not need to see the tomorrows in - 
order to walk with Thee today. “The just shall live by faith,” and so’ 
we will trust Thee for each day as it comes, and thank Thee that we 
can be sure the events of our lives are ordered by Thee. 
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